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Week Ending Friday, June 14, 2002

Proclamation 7572—Great Outdoors
Week, 2002
June 7, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
During Great Outdoors Week, our Nation

celebrates the wonderful legacy of our parks,
forests, wildlife refuges, recreation areas, and
other public lands and waters. Protection of
many of these special places started with ini-
tiatives begun by President Theodore Roo-
sevelt. He established a commitment to con-
servation that we continue today. President
Roosevelt believed that, ‘‘The nation behaves
well if it treats the natural resources as assets
which it must turn over to the next genera-
tion increased; and not impaired in value.’’
As we enjoy the many benefits of our great
outdoors, we also must renew our individual
and collective dedication to natural resource
conservation.

Across our Nation, federally managed
lands comprise nearly one out of every three
acres. Thousands of recreation sites nation-
wide are managed by Federal agencies.
These agencies work to make it easier for
all people to enjoy our natural resources.
‘‘Recreation One-Stop’’ provides information
on the Internet to help Americans find and
experience the land we love. In addition,
through increases in appropriations, fees paid
by visitors, and partnerships with non-profits,
communities, and businesses, we are ad-
dressing and reversing years of neglect.

Americans have a special appreciation for
the great outdoors. Each year, thousands of
hard-working volunteers contribute millions
of hours to our parks and other sites. They
build trails, act as campground hosts, staff
visitor centers, serve as interpreters, clean
shorelines, and introduce children to safe and
healthful outdoor fun. Their efforts enhance

the enjoyment of those who visit our parks
each year. My call to service through the
USA Freedom Corps will help energize vol-
unteerism on these Federal lands. In addi-
tion, my Administration’s new Cooperative
Conservation Initiative will provide millions
of dollars to help citizens undertake con-
servation projects on public lands.

The events of September 11 have re-
minded us of our deep and abiding love for
our homeland. And our natural, historic, and
cultural sites have played an important role
since that tragic day, serving as places for
many Americans to reflect upon life and
renew their hope. During Great Outdoors
Week, I encourage all Americans to experi-
ence and celebrate our wonderful natural
heritage.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 9 through
June 15, 2002, as Great Outdoors Week. I
call on all Americans to observe this week
with safe and wholesome outdoor rec-
reational activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 11, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 12. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 23:52 Jun 18, 2002 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P24JNT4.014 txed01 PsN: txed01



978 June 8 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

The President’s Radio Address
June 8, 2002

Good morning. Nearly 9 months have
passed since September the 11th, and Amer-
ica is leading the world in a titanic struggle
against terror. The first and best way to se-
cure America’s homeland is to attack the
enemy where he hides and plans, and we are
doing just that.

We have also concluded that our Govern-
ment must be reorganized to deal most effec-
tively with the new threats of the 21st cen-
tury, so I have asked the Congress to join
me in creating a single, permanent Cabinet-
level Department of Homeland Security,
with an overriding and urgent mission, secur-
ing the American homeland and protecting
the American people.

The Department of Homeland Security
will unite essential agencies that must work
more closely together, among them the Coast
Guard and the Border Patrol, the Customs
Service, Immigration officials, the Transpor-
tation Security Administration, and the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency. Em-
ployees of this new agency will come to work
every morning knowing that their most im-
portant job is to protect their fellow citizens.

The Department of Homeland Security
will be charged with four primary tasks: This
new agency will control our borders and pre-
vent terrorists and explosives from entering
our country; it will work with State and local
authorities to respond quickly and effectively
to emergencies; it will bring together our
best scientists to develop technologies that
detect biological, chemical, and nuclear
weapons, and to discover the drugs and treat-
ments to best protect our citizens; and this
new Department will review intelligence and
law enforcement information from all agen-
cies of Government and produce a single
daily picture of threats against our homeland.
Analysts will be responsible for imagining the
worst and planning to counter it.

What I am proposing is the most extensive
reorganization of the Federal Government
since the 1940s. During his Presidency,
Harry Truman recognized that our Nation’s
fragmented defenses had to be reorganized
to win the cold war. He proposed uniting
our military forces under a single Depart-

ment of Defense and creating the National
Security Council to bring together defense,
intelligence, and diplomacy. President Tru-
man’s reforms are still helping us to fight ter-
ror abroad, and now we need similar dra-
matic reforms to secure our people at home.

Only the United States Congress can cre-
ate a new department of Government, so I’m
asking for your help in encouraging your
Representatives to support my plan. We face
an urgent need, and we must move quickly,
this year, before the end of the congressional
session.

All in our Government have learned a
great deal since September the 11th, and we
must act on every lesson. We are stronger
and better prepared today than we were on
that terrible morning. And with your help
and the support of the Congress, we will be
stronger still.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:35 a.m. on
June 7 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 8. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 7 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

The President’s News Conference
With President Hosni Mubarak of
Egypt at Camp David, Maryland
June 8, 2002

President Bush Mr. President, thank you.
Welcome to Camp David. It is a joy for me
and Laura to have you here at this beautiful
part of our country, a place where we like
to come and relax and a place where we like
to welcome our friends.

We had a—the President and I had a good
dinner last night. We talked a lot about our
mutual concerns, opportunities to make the
world a more peaceful place. And we got up
and had a good private visit and then met
with our delegations.

First, I want to thank the President of
Egypt for his country’s strong support in our
war against terror. I know there’s been a lot
of focus on, obviously, the Middle East, and
I’ll mention that in a second, but we’re still
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979Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / June 8

in a war against people who want to harm
America and people who want to harm
Egypt. And we’ve had—we’ve got a good
friend, Americans have a good friend, when
it comes to this war on terror, in Egypt.

The President understands that we’ve got
a long way to go in order to be successful.
He’s now been told again by me that my most
important job is to secure our homeland, and
this country is plenty tough and plenty pa-
tient and plenty determined to achieve that
objective.

Obviously, we spent time talking about the
Middle East, and we share a common vision
of two states living side by side in peace. And
I appreciated so very much his—listening to
his ideas as to how to achieve that objective,
that grand goal. The world—the Palestinians
hurt, and I know that. And my concern is
for the Palestinian people. And my view is,
is that if the Palestinian people have a gov-
ernment that is transparent and open and
willing to serve the people, Israel will be bet-
ter off, Egypt will be better off, America will
be better off, and we’re more likely to
achieve peace. And we discussed how to
achieve those objectives.

The President of Egypt has had a lot of
experience, and I appreciate his experience,
and I appreciate his advice. Anytime he is
willing to give it, I’m willing to listen. And
so, Mr. President, I want to thank you for
your time, and I appreciate your friendship,
and welcome you to Camp David.

President Mubarak. Thank you very
much for that. I will deliver my speech in
Arabic language.

President Bush. He’s going to speak in
Arabic. That’s good. The American
press——

President Mubarak. I would like to thank
President Bush for his welcoming remarks,
which reflects the deep friendship between
us. During our stay at Camp David here, I
conducted extensive discussions with Presi-
dent Bush on a range of issues of mutual
concern, most important of which was the
deteriorating situation in the Middle East,
and especially the Palestinian-Israeli track
and its negative impact on regional and inter-
national security in general.

There is no doubt that the peace process
in the Middle East is passing through a crit-

ical junction which requires us to exert all
possible efforts on the political and security
tracks, to rebuild the confidence between the
parties, on one hand, and to relaunch a seri-
ous political negotiations aimed at final set-
tlement on the other.

While Egypt’s leading quest for peace in
the Middle East has achieved its objectives
here at Camp David 24 years ago, we have
come back together today fully committed
to exert our maximum efforts once again, so
that peace and security may prevail in the
Middle East region. And I must affirm here
that your personal role, Mr. President, and
the role of the United States today remains
as important as was America’s contribution
towards reaching the peace treaty between
Egypt and Israel more than two decades ago.
And we look forward to the continuation of
the effective role.

The entire international community, ladies
and gentlemen, has supported the coura-
geous vision of peace in the Middle East put
forward by President Bush in his speech be-
fore the United Nations last fall. This vision
was adopted by the Security Council in its
Resolution 1397, which affirmed that peace
in the Middle East must be based on two
states, Israel and Palestine, living side by
side. We in Egypt and the entire Arab world
support this vision and strongly believe that
it represents the only way to achieve progress
towards the settlement of the conflict.

Now it is time to move to implement our
common vision in an effective and systematic
way. And we have a strong foundation to im-
plement that vision, and that is represented
in the principles adopted by the Madrid
peace conference and supported by the ini-
tiative adopted by the Arab League summit
conference in Beirut, which affirmed Arab
rights while responding to all Israeli con-
cerns. These are the terms of references that
should govern all future efforts.

For us to be able to achieve this vision,
the confidence that was lost between the two
parties during the previous period must be
rebuilt as we embark on serious political ne-
gotiations that will contribute to the realiza-
tion of our objectives. In this context, Israel
must: End the siege imposed on the Pales-
tinian people and withdraw its forces to posi-
tions occupied on September 28, 2000; and
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980 June 8 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

halt assassinations and the repeated incur-
sions in the territories under the control of
the Palestinian Authority; and immediately
halt all settlement activities in the occupied
territories, including the illegal confiscation
of land and expansion of settlements under
the pretext of natural growth or any other
consideration.

At the same time, the Palestinian Authority
must continue to intensify its efforts towards
restructuring in a way that facilitates the bet-
ter performance of its functions based on the
principles of transparency and trust, in prep-
aration for the establishment of its sovereign,
independent state. The Palestinian Authority
must continue in its firm implementation of
President Arafat’s decisive commitment to
halt the violence and intensify the security
cooperation and coordination under the su-
pervision of the United States.

It also falls upon all of us, as partners in
peace, to work towards alleviating the suf-
fering of the Palestinian people, through eco-
nomic and humanitarian assistance, so as to
remove the feeling of despair that stands in
the way of reaching the desired settlement.

Mr. President, Egypt and the Arab states
have affirmed their condemnation and rejec-
tion of the use of force and violence against
civilians. Egypt has also affirmed its commit-
ment to continue its major role in the search
for peace. At the same time, the United
States has affirmed, by putting forward this
clear vision for peace, its commitment to ef-
fectively play its role in its capacity as the
main sponsor of the peace process.

We look forward to a strong American en-
gagement in the coming phase to implement
this vision, in the context of an agreed time-
frame and through negotiations on a perma-
nent settlement that should lead to the estab-
lishment of a Palestinian state on the entire
West Bank and Gaza and East Jerusalem.
For the settlement to be just and com-
prehensive, Israel must withdraw from all the
Arab territories occupied during 1967, in-
cluding Syrian and Lebanese territories.

While pursuing our efforts, it must be kept
in mind that there are forces that lack the
conviction of our joint vision and will con-
tinue to obstruct our efforts to move towards
a final and a comprehensive settlement. The
way to confront the enemies of peace is to

move forward with courage and determina-
tion to renew hope to the Palestinians and
Israeli peoples in the future in which pros-
perity and stability prevail and away from the
menace of violence and confrontation.

My meeting here today with President
Bush has reaffirmed our joint determination
to revive the hopes of peace through the
longstanding partnership between our two
countries and through which we have and
will continue together to reach historic
achievements on the path of peace between
Arabs and Israelis for the benefit of the peo-
ples of the region and also for the benefit
of regional and international stability.

The depth of Egyptian-American relations
represents one of the essential cornerstones
in our joint pursuit of peace and stability in
the Middle East. In this context, we dis-
cussed today means to strengthen our bilat-
eral ties, including our trade and economic
relations, so as to reinforce Egypt’s ability to
implement its plans for economic reform and
to guide us toward a more balanced trade
relationship between us.

Our meeting today coincides with a visit
by the United States Trade Representative,
Mr. Robert Zoellick, to Egypt, to meet with
his counterparts on the Egyptian side, which
I hope that it will result in tangible progress
in furthering our relationships to new
heights.

Mr. President, I look forward to working
with you in the weeks and months ahead to
chart the correct path on the road to peace,
so that we can complete together the imple-
mentation of the mission that we have started
together here at Camp David more than 20
years ago to achieve just, comprehensive, and
lasting peace in the Middle East. I am con-
fident that our joint efforts, supported by a
solid determination, will lead us to achieve
this goal in the near future.

Thank you.
President Bush. Thank you very much.

I appreciate it. Thank you.
Q. President Bush——
President Bush. Hold on a second,

please. We’ll answer two questions apiece,
two from the American side, two from the
Egyptian side. I’m going to call on the Amer-
ican first. If you don’t mind, contain your
questions to one of us, if that’s possible. And
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981Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / June 8

we’ll start with Mr. Fournier [Ron Fournier,
Associated Press], who I know—I know will
adhere to that rule. [Laughter]

Ron Fournier.
Q. Mr. President——
President Bush. Thank you.

Timetable for a Palestinian State
Q. Do you agree with President Mubarak

that there needs to be a deadline for a Pales-
tinian state to give the Palestinian people
hope? And on the other hand, I want to know
if President Mubarak—the reforms of the
Palestinian Authority that you say—that
President Bush says will give the Israelis
hope, can they be done with Arafat still in
charge?

President Bush. See, it’s hard to reform
the press. [Laughter] It may be harder to
reform the press than to implement the
needed reforms in the Palestinian territories.
Your first question was?

Q. Do you agree with President Mubarak
that there needs to be a deadline——

President Bush. Yes. Here’s the timetable
I have in mind. We need to start immediately
in building the institutions necessary for the
emergence of a Palestinian state which, on
the one hand, will give hope to the Pales-
tinian people and, on the other hand, say to
the world, including the neighborhood, that
there is a chance to defeat—to live in peace,
to defeat terror. And that’s important.

I also agree with the President of Egypt
that, as we discussed the development of in-
stitutions necessary to provide hope and se-
curity in the region, that we’ve got to be talk-
ing about a political—have a political dialog.
Part of the consultation process that we are
having is to determine what’s feasible in
terms of that political dialog, what’s feasible
in terms of the timetable that a lot of people
are anxious to talk about. We’re not ready
to lay down a specific calendar, except for
the fact we need to get started quickly, soon,
so that we can seize the moment.

And one of the things I’m most appre-
ciative about, about the—about the progress
made to date is, people now understand they
have responsibilities. As I said in my April
4th speech, I talked about the responsibilities
necessary to achieve a vision of peace. And
President Mubarak has shown that he is ac-

cepting responsibility. He’s very much in-
volved in this process, and he’s very much
anxious that we work together to achieve that
which is necessary and, to put it in his words,
to come up with an effective and systematic
way to get to the vision that we’ve—that I’ve
outlined.

President Mubarak. What’s your second
question, please?

Reform of the Palestinian Authority
Q. I just want to know whether those Pal-

estinian reforms that President Bush says
have to happen first, can they be done, sir,
in your opinion, by Yasser Arafat?

President Mubarak. Look, we should
give this man a chance. We are working very
hard in cooperation with the United States
for the reform in the Palestinian Authority.
Such a chance will prove that he is going
to deliver or not. If he’s going to deliver, I
think everybody will support him. If he’s not
going to deliver, his people will tell him that.

Q. President Bush——
President Bush. The President gets to de-

cide what member from the Egyptian press
corps——

President Mubarak. Yes.
Q. President Bush——
President Bush. Good going. He selected

you. [Laughter]

Israeli Settlements
Q. Right. Nihal Saad, from Egyptian Tele-

vision. Thank you for giving me the floor.
It has been the stand of successive American
administrations that the settlements, the
Israeli settlements, is an obstacle to peace.
But ever since Prime Minister Sharon came
to office, there has been a steep increase in
the settlements by almost 40 percent. Now,
what is the stand of your administration con-
cerning the settlement building, and what
message would you tell the Israeli Govern-
ment concerning that issue?

President Bush. Well, on April 4th I de-
livered the speech that I’m talking about, that
I would hope you’d review what I said. I said,
all parties have got responsibilities to achieve
peace, including the Israelis. And Israel must
work to create the conditions necessary to
achieve peace. And my position hasn’t
changed since that speech.
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982 June 8 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

Adam [Adam Entous, Reuters].

Reform of the Palestinian Authority
Q. Thank you. Mr. President—President

Bush, are you confident you will get support
from Arab leaders for reaching beyond
Yasser Arafat to other Palestinian representa-
tives?

President Bush. Look, Adam, here’s what
I’m confident about. I’m confident about
the—Arab leaders understand the need for
us to develop the institutions necessary for
a peaceful and hopeful state to emerge.

Chairman Arafat, as far as I’m concerned,
is not the issue. The issue is whether or not
the Palestinian people can have a hopeful fu-
ture. I have constantly said I am disappointed
in his leadership. I think he’s let the Pales-
tinian people down. And so, therefore, my
focus is on the reforms necessary to help the
Palestinians.

The President believes that the Chair-
man—if you notice, he didn’t say he’s going
to deliver—should be given a chance to de-
liver. And that’s an interesting point of view.
I also happen to believe that there is plenty
of talent in—amongst the Palestinians, and
that if we develop the institutions necessary
for the development of a state, that talent
will emerge.

The issue is bigger than one person. The
issue is an issue that really deals with people
who suffer and people who have no hope.
And I believe—I believe it is in the Palestin-
ians’ interest to have an independent state,
at peace with its neighbor, and I believe it’s
in Israel’s interest. Otherwise, I would not
have taken this position.

Last question.

Halting Middle East Violence
Q. President Mubarak—my question is ad-

dressed for President Mubarak. And I want
to have a comment from Mr. President Bush,
if you please. My name is Hanaa Simery,
from the Egyptian Television, and my ques-
tion is, is it realistic to ask for a complete
halt of violence between the Palestinians and
Israelis as a precondition for resuming any
political negotiations?

President Mubarak. Me or you?
President Bush. I don’t care. Who would

you like to answer it?

Q. Both of you.
President Bush. Both of us, okay.
President Mubarak. Both of us, on the

same question. All right——
President Bush. Maybe we’ll give the

same answer. [Laughter]
President Mubarak. I think we have the

experience, since the Prime Minister took of-
fice, that he will never start the negotiation
unless violence could come to an end—even
that before Prime Minister Sharon. Till now
violence didn’t stop, and I don’t think the
violence will come to an end unless the peo-
ple feel that there is hope for peace and there
is something to show that peace is coming.
If they didn’t feel that, they will not stop vio-
lence; it will continue forever.

President Bush. My attitude about vio-
lence is this: People have responsibilities to
do everything they can to stop violence.
Chairman Arafat must do everything in his
power to stop the violence, to stop the attacks
on Israel—I mean everything. And that in-
cludes reforming the security forces so that
they are—their primary function is to deal
with violence.

The Arab world must work hard to defeat
terror and violence. My opening comments
were sincere about the President of Egypt;
he’s working hard to defeat violence and ter-
ror. And so the one thing I’m certain of is
that we’ve all got to focus a lot of energy
and attention on stopping violence, not only
in the Middle East but all around the world.

See, there are terrorists who would love
to destroy any peace process, and we have
the responsibility to prevent them from doing
so. And that means working all the time to
stop it from happening. There are people
who hate freedom, and they’ll use terror to
destroy innocent lives to achieve evil objec-
tives.

And all of us—that’s what I’m certain
about—all of us must work—I’m certain if
we don’t work together and assume our re-
sponsibilities, it’s going to be hard to win the
war on terror. I’m certain if we stay focused
and tough and resolute, we can win the war
on terror. And as we remain tough, we’re
going to be able to achieve peace in parts
of the world where people have kind of said
there’s no chance for peace, and it’s not just
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983Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / June 10

in the Middle East—not just in the Middle
East.

Thank you all very much for coming.
President Mubarak. Good job. Thank

you.
President Bush. Good job.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
10:32 a.m. outside Holly Cabin. President
Mubarak’s opening remarks were in Arabic, and
his remarks were translated by an interpreter. In
his remarks, President Bush referred to Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. Presi-
dent Mubarak referred to Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon of Israel.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel
and an Exchange With Reporters
June 10, 2002

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome
back Israel’s Prime Minister to the Oval Of-
fice. Every time the Prime Minister comes,
we have a very frank and good exchange.
Today we talked about how to achieve peace
in the Middle East. I reiterated my strong
view that we need to work toward two states
living side by side in peace. And we talked
about how to achieve this—how to achieve
security and peace and economic hope for
all people in the region.

I appreciate so very much the Prime Min-
ister’s coming and willingness to share his
views about his country’s future. Every time
he comes, I learn a lot. And I want to thank
you for coming, Mr. Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Sharon. Thank you.
President Bush. Do you want to say a few

things?
Prime Minister Sharon. Yes. I would like

to thank you, Mr. President, for having me
again here. I think it was a very interesting
and fruitful talks about reaching a peace in
the Middle East. Israel is a peace-seeking
country. We believe in peace; we are com-
mitted to peace.

Of course, in order to achieve peace in
the Middle East, first of all we have to have
security; it should be a full cessation of terror
hostilities and incitement. And of course, we
must have a partner for negotiations. At the
present time, we don’t see yet a partner. We

hope it’ll be a partner there with whom we’ll
be able to move forward, first to achieve a
doable peace in the area and second, of
course, to provide security to the citizens of
our countries.

And of course, one of the most important
things is how really to take on the necessary
steps to make the life of the Palestinians and
other nations in the region better than they
are now. These are, I would say, were the
main subject of our talks today.

Again, thank you so much.
President Bush. You bet.
Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated

Press].
Q. Yes, sir.
President Bush. And then we’ll alternate.

Israeli Position on Resumption of the
Peace Process

Q. I have a question to you, sir.
President Bush. That’s good. That’s a—

that’s a reform.
Q. Is Israel hurting the peace process with

repeated incursions and by ruling out, even
as you’re trying to jump-start the peace proc-
ess, a withdrawal to the country’s 1967 bor-
ders?

President Bush. There are people in the
Middle East who want to use terror as a way
to disrail—derail any peace process. And
we’ve got to work together to create the con-
ditions that prevent a few from stopping what
most people in the region want, which is
peace.

Israel has a right to defend herself. And
at the same time, as Israel does so, the Prime
Minister is willing to discuss the conditions
necessary to achieve what we want, which
is a secure region and a hopeful region. And
that’s why we discussed reforms necessary
for the—that would enable a Palestinian Au-
thority to emerge, which could give great
confidence to two people, the Israelis and,
as important, the Palestinians. And that’s im-
portant.

And so we’re going to continue to work
together, along with other Arab—along with
some of the Arab leaders, to fight off terror,
to prevent the few from dictating against the
will of the many in the region.
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Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority

Q. [Inaudible]—of Israel Channel Two.
Mr. President, there’s a wide concern within
the Israel Government that, after the next
terror bombs, there should be an expelling
of Arafat from the region. What do you think
about it? Do you think it’s fruitful—a fruitful
move that will, as you said, would merge the
terrorists and the Palestinian side? Or it’s a
destructive move that will hurt the peace
process?

President Bush. I don’t think Mr. Arafat
is the issue.

Q. He is the issue——
President Bush. Excuse me for a minute.

Let me start over. I don’t think Mr. Arafat
is the issue. I think the issue is the Palestinian
people. And as I have expressed, myself, I
am disappointed that he has not led in such
a way that the Palestinian people have hope
and confidence. And so, therefore, what
we’ve got to do is work to put institutions
in place which will allow for a government
to develop which will bring confidence not
only to Israelis but the Palestinians.

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].

Arrest of Abdullah al Muhajir
Q. Mr. President, sir, what can you tell

us about this dirty-bomb plot? Is there still
a threat? And if this had happened, was
Washington, DC, the target?

President Bush. I can tell you that we
have a man detained who is a threat to the
country and that, thanks to the vigilance of
our intelligence gathering and law enforce-
ment, he is now off the streets, where he
should be. And I’ll let the Defense Depart-
ment, Justice Department comment on the
specifics.

Regional Ministerial Peace Summit
Q. [Inaudible]—Radio. Mr. President, I

would like to hear your view about the re-
gional summit we all discussed. Do you think
that this regional summit should be based
on the Security Council Number 1397, call-
ing to establish a Palestinian state, which you
mention in your vision? Or do you think it
just should be based on the 242 and 338 Res-
olution that we all know about?

President Bush. Look, I think—here’s the
thing: I think that we need to have a—well,
first of all, let’s get the summit in context.
You’re talking about the proposed summit
this summer, a ministerial summit of people
that come together to work toward the condi-
tions necessary to establish a peace. See, the
conditions aren’t even there yet—that’s be-
cause no one has confidence in the emerging
Palestinian government.

And so, first things first, and that is, what
institutions are necessary to give the Pales-
tinian people hope and to give the Israelis
confidence that the emerging government
will be someone with whom they can deal?
And that’s going to require security steps,
transparency when it comes to economic
matters, anticorruption devices, rule of law
enforced by a court system.

Now, it is very important for people to un-
derstand that as these steps are taken, as
this—people work together to achieve the in-
stitutions necessary for peace, that there is
a political process on the horizon as well. But
the ministerial meetings that the Secretary
of State, Colin Powell, suggested are all
aimed at achieving—working toward the
foundation necessary for there to be con-
fidence and eventual peace.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House. In his remarks, Presi-
dent Bush referred to Abdullah al Muhajir, for-
merly known as Jose Padilla, a U.S. citizen and
suspected terrorist who was arrested on May 8
in Chicago, IL.

Remarks at the International
Democratic Union Leaders Dinner
June 10, 2002

If I may have your attention for a minute,
please. It is a great pleasure for me to wel-
come the International Democratic Union’s
members and its new chairman, Prime Min-
ister of Australia John Howard. And it’s my
pleasure to thank the outgoing chairman,
William Hague, for his outstanding leader-
ship.

With us this evening are IDU members
from 40 nations, including five current heads
of state or government, and nine former
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heads of state or government. The presence
of so many distinguished world leaders is a
remarkable testament to the power and
attractiveness of our ideas.

More than a century ago, the British Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, Sir William Har-
court, declared, ‘‘We’re all socialists now.’’
[Laughter] Today, it’s fair to say, we’re all
democratic capitalists now. The democratic
capitalists’ vision of a free and just and com-
passionate society has captured the imagina-
tion of the world. Free markets, free govern-
ments, and free societies are not American
ideas; they’re not European or Western
ideas; they’re universal ideas. And they in-
spire all the member parties of the Inter-
national Democratic Union.

The historical record is clear: Economic
systems that put freedom first have achieved
greater levels of equality and well-being than
systems that seek to strengthen the power
of the state and stifle economic liberty. That’s
the record. But while the ideas the IDU
stands for have made unprecedented gains,
the free societies we love face unprecedented
threats.

We face coldblooded killers that hate the
freedoms we cherish, and with the spread
of chemical and biological and nuclear weap-
ons, along with ballistic missile technology,
freedom’s enemies could attain catastrophic
power. And there’s no doubt that they would
use that power to attack us and to attack the
values we uphold.

It is our commitment to freedom and
human dignity and the strong belief that each
individual matters that sets our enemies
against us and draws our friends together in
a great coalition of liberty. We will oppose
the new totalitarians with all our power. We
will hunt them down one by one and bring
them to justice.

And we must never hate—hesitate to
speak for what we believe. We believe we
fight an enemy that is barbaric and that is
evil. We believe targeting innocent civilians
for murder is always and everywhere wrong;
and political, social, and economic freedoms
are always and everywhere right.

The war on terror will be long and it will
be dangerous. It will require us to be patient
and steadfast and clear about what we’re
fighting for. We fight for the nonnegotiable

demands of human dignity: The rule of law;
limits on the power of the state; respect for
women; respect for private property; and free
speech and equal justice and religious toler-
ance.

And so I’d like you to join me in a toast
for the ideas which we all share, and for the
great hope to replace poverty and repression
and resentment with the promise of a better
day for everyone who inhabits this Earth.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:03 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
Commodity Credit Corporation
June 4, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the provisions of sec-

tion 13, Public Law 806, 80th Congress (15
U.S.C. 714k), I transmit herewith the report
of the Commodity Credit Corporation for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2000.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 4, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 11.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
Interagency Arctic Research Policy
Committee
June 6, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 108(b) of Public

Law 98–373 (15 U.S.C. 4107(b)), I transmit
herewith the Ninth Biennial Report of the
Interagency Arctic Research Policy Com-
mittee (February 1, 2000, to January 31,
2002).

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 6, 2002.
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NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 11.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
June 6, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 19(3) of the Public

Telecommunications Act of 1992 (Law 102–
356), I transmit herewith the report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting for cal-
endar year 2001.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 6, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 11. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
message.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
June 11, 2002

Department of Homeland Security
The President. It’s my honor to welcome

the leadership of the Congress here to the—
to the Cabinet Room to discuss the creation
of the Department of Homeland Security.
We’ve had a really good discussion about the
need to move forward with this idea.

I’ll let the leaders speak for themselves
later on, but I—what I’ve heard is, there’s
a commitment to get this done in a way that
takes any partisanship out of the issue and
at the same time strives for a date certain—
Congressman Gephardt suggested that we
can get this done, or should try to get this
done, by September the 11th. The Speaker
spoke out about the need to work toward get-
ting it done as soon as possible, as did Sen-
ator Daschle and Senator Lott.

And my message here is, we want to work
as closely as we can with the Congress to
achieve this significant change and to leave
behind a legacy for future Presidents and fu-
ture Congresses, the legacy of a department

that will work in close coordination to secure
the homeland.

We’re in for a long struggle in this war
on terror, and there are people that still want
to harm America. And we have an obligation
to our citizens to work together to do every-
thing we can to protect the people. That
commitment is shared by Republican and
Democrat alike. And I’m thankful for the
leadership that the Members here have
shown, and I’m thankful for the good ideas
that have been shared with our administra-
tion as we developed our vision of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

I’ll answer a couple of questions, then
we’ve got to get going. Yes, Sonya [Sonya
Ross, Associated Press].

Abdullah al Muhajir/Dirty Bomb
Q. Sir, in the reporting on yesterday’s be-

latedly announced arrest of Jose Padilla, it’s
come out that the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission has 107 radiation sources missing or
stolen just since March 31st. Do you have
any reason to believe that those samples or
sources are not in Al Qaida or terrorist
hands?

The President. We will run down every
lead, every hint. This guy Padilla’s a bad guy,
and he is where he needs to be, detained.

Q. Mr. President, given the conspiratorial
nature necessary to make a dirty bomb or
any such device, can we anticipate from you
any announcements related to this case, any
additional arrests, any additional people in
custody or in——

The President. As we run down these kill-
ers or would-be killers, we’ll let you know.
And this guy Padilla is one of many who
we’ve arrested. As I said in the speech to
West Point, the coalition we put together has
hauled in over 2,400 people, and you can call
it 2,401 now.

And there’s—there’s just a full-scale man-
hunt on. And Padilla’s where he needs to be.

David [David Gregory, NBC News].

Domestic Reaction to Terrorists
Q. Mr. President, do you feel like the

American people have grown complacent at
all about the threat we face? And do you feel
like the apprehension of Padilla is something
of a wake-up call? And should it be?
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The President. First of all, the American
people are not complacent. They’re patient,
tough, determined, and they recognize we’re
fighting the first battle of the new wars of
the 21st century. The Members of Congress
are certainly not complacent. They are—they
reflect their States or their constituencies,
and they know we’ve got a battle on our
hands.

I’m real proud of the American people.
I’m proud of how the American people have
responded. I’m proud of how strong the
American people are, and I appreciate the
compassion of the American people too.

Last question. Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reu-
ters].

Situation in South Asia
Q. New subject—is the threat of war be-

tween India and Pakistan over, do you think?
And what’s the next step?

The President. Well, we’ve made progress
in defusing a very tense situation. And I want
to thank all the countries who have been—
which have been sending representatives to
India and Pakistan to try to persuade both
leaders that it’s—war would be a disaster.

And so the situation is getting better. But
so long as there’s troops amassed and people
are still hostile toward each other, there’s al-
ways a threat that something could happen.
But I’m pleased with the progress we’ve
made, and we’ll continue to work the issue.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Abdullah al Muhajir, for-
merly known as Jose Padilla, a U.S. citizen and
suspected terrorist who was arrested on May 8
in Chicago, IL.

Satellite Remarks to the
Southern Baptist Convention
June 11, 2002

Thank you all very much. Dr. Merritt,
thanks so much. It’s good to be able to see
you via video. I want to thank you for coming
to the White House right after September
the 11th, and thank you for such a kind intro-
duction. I appreciate your friendship. And
I’m honored to join all of you for the 2002
Southern Baptist Convention annual meet-

ing. And I’m grateful for the opportunity to
address you on this most special occasion.

As you gather this week in St. Louis, you’ll
choose a new president, and you will renew
old and honorable commitments. Three cen-
turies ago, there were fewer than 500 Bap-
tists in America. Today, there are almost 16
million members of the Southern Baptist
Convention. From your denomination have
come Presidents like Harry Truman and
preachers like Roger Williams and Billy
Graham, a man who has played such an im-
portant role in nurturing my faith.

Baptists have had an extraordinary influ-
ence on American history. They were among
the earliest champions of religious tolerance
and freedom. Baptists have long upheld the
ideal of a free church in a free state. And
from the beginning, they believed that forc-
ing a person to worship against his will vio-
lated the principles of both Christianity and
civility.

What I found interesting is, the Baptist
form of church government was a model of
democracy even before the founding of
America. And Baptists understood the deep
truth of what Reverend Martin Luther King,
Jr., said: ‘‘The church is not the master or
the servant of the state but rather the con-
science of the state.’’

Since the earliest days of our Republic,
Baptists have been guardians of the separa-
tion of church and state, preserving the integ-
rity of both. Yet, you have never believed in
separating religious faith from political life.
Baptists believe as America’s Founders did,
that religious faith is the moral anchor of
American life.

Throughout history, people of faith have
often been our Nation’s voice of conscience.
We all know that men and women can be
good without faith, and we also know that
faith is an incredibly important source of
goodness in our country.

True faith is never isolated from the rest
of life, and faith without works is dead. Our
democratic Government is one way to pro-
mote social justice and the common good,
which is why the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion has become a powerful voice for some
of the great issues of our time.

You and I share common commitments.
We believe in fostering a culture of life and
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that marriage and family are sacred institu-
tions that should be preserved and strength-
ened. We believe that a life is a creation,
not a commodity, and that our children are
gifts to be loved and protected, not products
to be designed and manufactured by human
cloning.

We believe that protecting human dignity
and promoting human rights should be at the
center of America’s foreign policy. We be-
lieve that our Government should view the
good people who work in faith-based char-
ities as partners, not rivals. We believe that
the days of discriminating against religious
institutions simply because they are religious
must come to an end.

Faith teaches us to respect those with
whom we disagree. It teaches us to tolerate
one another, and it teaches us that the proper
way to treat human beings created in the di-
vine image is with civility. Yet, you also know
that civility does not require us to abandon
deeply held beliefs. Civility and firm resolve
can live easily with one another.

Faith teaches us that God has a special
concern for the poor and that faith proves
itself through actions and sacrifice, through
acts of kindness and caring for those in need.
For some people, Jesus’ admonition to care
‘‘for the least of these’’ is an admirable moral
teaching; for many Baptists, it is a way of
life.

Faith is also a source of comfort during
times of grief. We saw this in the aftermath
of the attacks on September the 11th. Mil-
lions of Americans turned to prayer for wis-
dom and resolve, for compassion and cour-
age, and for grace and mercy. And in these
moments of prayer, we are reminded of im-
portant truths, that suffering is temporary,
that hope is eternal, and that the ruthless will
not inherit the earth. Our faith teaches us
that while weeping may endure for a night,
joy comes in the morning. And while faith
will not make our path easy, it will give us
strength for the journey ahead.

Many of you have prayed for my family
and me. We have felt sustained and uplifted
by your prayers. Laura and I are incredibly
grateful to you for those prayers. We con-
sider your prayers to be a most precious gift.

I want to thank you all for your good
works. You’re believers, and you’re patriots,

faithful followers of God and good citizens
of America. And one day, I believe that it
will be said of you, ‘‘Well done, good and
faithful servants.’’

May God bless you all, and may God con-
tinue to bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. from
Room 459 at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building to the meeting in St. Louis,
MO. In his remarks, he referred to James Merritt,
president, Southern Baptist Convention.

Remarks at Oak Park High School in
Kansas City, Missouri
June 11, 2002

Thank you very much. Please be seated.
Thanks for that great Missouri welcome. I’m
honored to be back here, to talk about how
we’re doing and what we’re doing to make
sure that America is safe and secure and
America’s a promising place for everybody
who lives here.

I’m traveling in pretty good company
today. I’ve asked—I had asked two of my
Governors friends to join me in Washington,
DC, to serve our Nation. And thankfully,
they both agreed. First, the former Governor
of New Jersey, now the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency, a fine
lady, a person doing an excellent job on be-
half of all America, Christie Todd Whitman.
And the former Governor of Pennsylvania,
a man who, right after the attacks on our
country, agreed to leave his job and come
and serve as the adviser on homeland secu-
rity, the first such adviser, a guy who has
worked endless hours to make sure America
is as safe as can possibly be, and that’s my
friend Tom Ridge.

I want to thank Members of the United
States Congress who are here today, some
of whom flew down on Air Force One. I’m
not suggesting they like a free flight. [Laugh-
ter] But it was good to have them on the
plane: Senator Kit Bond, from the State of
Missouri—where are you, Kit—thank you.
Congressman from this area, Sam Graves—
Sam, thank you for being here. [Applause]
Sounds like Sam has got a lot of his cousins
here. [Laughter] Kenny Hulshof as well,
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from the State of Missouri—Kenny, thank
you for being here. I appreciate it.

The next fellow’s not from this area, al-
though he claims he was born in Kansas City.
He’s a Congressman from California, chair-
man of the Rules Committee, David Dreier.
Thank you for coming, David. Former Con-
gressman Jim Talent has joined us today. I’m
glad you’re here, Jim. Thank you for coming.
And the mayor of Kansas City, Madam
Mayor Kay Barnes, is here. Thank you for
coming, Madam Mayor. I’m honored you’re
here.

I also want to thank the school officials.
Mr. Principal, thank you for opening up this
beautiful high school. I appreciate you giving
us a chance to come by and share some
thoughts with my fellow citizens.

You know, I don’t know what went through
the minds of the enemy when they hit us.
I can’t imagine what they were thinking; what
kind of thought process did they have? I
guess they thought America was so material-
istic and so self-absorbed and so selfish that
all we would do after the attack was maybe
file a lawsuit or two. They didn’t understand
that we love freedom, and if somebody tries
to take our freedoms away or if somebody
tries to frighten us because of our freedoms,
we’ll respond. And I’m proud to report this
mighty Nation has responded. We are fierce,
and we’re tough when it comes to defending
our values.

I see a lot of you have brought your chil-
dren; I want to thank you for that. And I
want you, as moms and dads and as grand-
parents, to make sure you tell your children
that we fight not to seek revenge but we do
so because we seek justice and that the over-
riding ambition of this country is to achieve
long-lasting peace.

It’s important our fellow citizens of all ages
understand the goal and vision of a strong
and tough America is a more peaceful world,
that we long for chance for our own children
and children all across the globe to grow up
in societies which tolerate people based on—
and don’t prejudice—based upon people’s
religious beliefs, that we honor—we honor
freedom of religion; we respect other peo-
ple’s opinions; we honor the notion of being
able to speak freely with political discourse.
That’s what we honor.

It’s important that when our children read
about military movements or arrests, that it’s
all done with a clear understanding that this
is a peaceful nation and that we long for a
freer day for everybody around the globe.

Our country is—I like to use the word
‘‘tough,’’ because we are. We are; we’re a
tough country. We’ve got a great military.
And for those of you who have got relatives
in the military, I want to thank you on behalf
of a grateful nation and thank them on behalf
of a grateful nation as well.

We’re also a patient nation. The American
people understand that this is a new type of
war. After all, we were attacked. We lost
thousands of innocent citizens. Old wars used
to be battle lines and tanks moving here and
equipment moving there and logistics. New
wars are wars fought against shadowy en-
emies, people who hide in caves and then
are willing to send youngsters to their death.
And that kind of war’s going to require pa-
tience and resolve. It’s going to require us
gathering the best intelligence we possibly
can. It requires our great Nation to assemble
a vast coalition of freedom-loving people to
join us as we’re seeking these killers one by
one. It requires us cutting off their money.
One of the things that the terrorists and the
enemy can’t stand is to have their money
dried up. They operate on money as well as
they do on hate, and we’re working with the
financial institutions all over the world.

We’ve got over 60,000 American troops
around the world fighting terror—a bunch
of them in Afghanistan now. Not only are
they in Afghanistan to fight terror, they’re
also there to bring some order into a chaotic
society. One of the things I was most proud
of is that when we sent our troops, they ar-
rived in Afghanistan; they weren’t there to
conquer a country; they went in to liberate
a country from the clutches of one of the
most barbaric regimes in the history of man-
kind. And thanks to the United States and
our coalition, young girls now go to school
for the first time in their lives.

This is an unusual kind of war because it
sometimes will show up on your TV screens,
and sometimes it won’t. Sometimes there will
be moments of high drama, and of course,
good reporters will be going—all kinds of
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hyperventilating about this action or that ac-
tion. [Laughter] And sometimes you won’t
see a thing.

Interestingly enough, we’ve rounded up
and detained over 2,400 terrorists, and that’s
good. It’s not just us; our friends have as well.
We’re making progress. You probably read
in the newspaper; the number’s now 2,401.

And it’s not very dramatic at times when
that happens. But you need to know that
we’re steady and strong on the subject of
keeping America free. I’m going to talk about
homeland security, but the best way to se-
cure our homeland is to hunt the killers down
one by one and bring them to justice, and
that is what we’re going to do.

It also is a new kind of war, because we’re
going to be confronted with the notion that
these shadowy terrorists could hook up with
a nation that has got weapons of mass de-
struction, the nations that I labeled ‘‘axis of
evil,’’ people who in one case have gassed
their own people with a weapon of mass de-
struction, people who aren’t afraid to use
these weapons, people who hate America be-
cause of our freedoms. And I’ve made it clear
that we will use all tools at our disposal. But
one thing we are going to do is defend the
American people and make sure that these
terrorist networks don’t hook up with these
nations that harbor bad designs on us and
at the same time develop the worst kind of
weapons.

We owe it to our children to defend free-
dom. We owe it to our children to defend
what we believe in, and we owe it to the
world to speak clearly: Murder of innocent
people is always wrong; societies which mis-
treat women are always wrong; religious in-
tolerance is always wrong. And this country
has a duty to speak out loud and clear. And
when we see evil—I know it may hurt some
people’s feelings; it may not be what they
call diplomatically correct—but I’m calling
evil for what it is. Evil is evil, and we will
fight it with all our might.

I recognize the best way to defend our
homeland is to go on the offense, and we’re
going to. But we’ve got to do a pretty good
job on defense as well. And that’s why I’ve
called for the creation of the Department of
Homeland Security, a new Cabinet agency.
And I’d like to explain why I did so.

Right now, there are over 100 agencies re-
sponsible for a part of homeland security—
100 different entities at the Federal level.
Now, I’m a person who believes in account-
ability. One reason I believe in accountability
is because I understand who the American
people are going to hold accountable if some-
thing happens—[laughter]—me. [Laughter]
And therefore, I’m the kind of fellow who
likes to pick up the phone, and say, ‘‘How
are we doing? How are we doing on imple-
menting the strategy?’’ I don’t like the idea
of calling 100 different agencies. I like to call
one, and say, ‘‘Here is the strategy, and what
are you doing about it? And if you’re not
doing something about it, I expect you to.
And if you don’t, I’m going to find somebody
else that will do something about it.’’

We’ve got to have accountability. In order
to get good results, it’s important to hold peo-
ple accountable and align authority and re-
sponsibility. And so that’s part of my think-
ing, is to take the functions and put them
under one—in one Cabinet agency. The idea,
of course, is not to grow the size of Govern-
ment. I ran on making sure we didn’t grow
the size of Government. The idea is to make
Government more effective and more effi-
cient so we can do our job.

Within this Cabinet Department, we’re
going to have four basic functions. One are
borders. We’ve got to do a better job of pro-
tecting the borders of the United States. We
need to know who’s coming in and why
they’re not going out. [Laughter] We need
to know what they’re here for and how long
they say they’re going to be here for. And
that requires a management plan and focus
and technology. And I’ll be honest with you,
we’ve got a long way to go to make sure that
what they call the INS is working the way
we want it to work. But we’ve got the strat-
egy; we know what we need to do.

Secondly, we’ve got to support our first re-
sponders, the fine police and fire and emer-
gency medical squads, not only here in Kan-
sas City but all across the country. We need
to help them with their strategy of respond-
ing if need be.

Thirdly, we’ve got to develop detection ca-
pability to be able to detect weapons of mass
destruction, chemical, nuclear, biological
weapons, and if they ever were to be used,
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figure out what to do about it. We’ve got
to have a strategy to deal with bioterrorism,
for example, here in America.

And finally, we must have the capacity to
analyze all sources of intelligence so that we
can imagine the worst and plan for it, so we
can figure out how best to deal with the new
threats that face America. And those are the
four major categories.

And people say, ‘‘Well, can you give me
some examples of why it’s necessary?’’ Well,
I’ll give you a couple. The Customs Depart-
ment: Their job is to collect tariffs and to
worry about people bringing things into our
country, and yet they work for the Treasury
Department. Well, the Treasury Depart-
ment’s job is to worry about fiscal matters,
not the security of the homeland.

Or how about the Coast Guard? The Coast
Guard can do a good job of patrolling our
borders, and they do. The Coast Guard is
a fine outfit. But guess who they report to?
The Transportation Department. The Trans-
portation Department is worried about high-
ways and airplanes and railroads. And so, in
order to make sure that we had a strategy
that works and a focus that is intense, it’s
important to have these agencies that have
got responsibility to defend our homeland
under one leader, under one Department.
In other words, we’ve aligned functions, and
that, in itself, will help change cultures within
agencies. And that’s an important aspect of
making sure we defend our homeland. We’ve
got to make sure agencies that have not been
focused on defending the homeland change
the culture, so that they do a more effective
job of doing so.

And I’ll give you one example of where
things have changed in a positive direction,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the FBI.
And we’ve been reading a lot about the FBI
lately. And I appreciate those who come for-
ward and make suggestions as to how to bet-
ter protect the homeland. But I wasn’t sur-
prised that the FBI wasn’t fully prepared for
the war against terror, because, after all, the
FBI’s major job up until September the 11th
was to make cases against people who com-
mitted crimes already in America—white-
collar crimes, spies. They really weren’t fo-
cused on preventing attacks.

And so we needed to change the culture.
The FBI man running it now, a guy named
Robert Mueller, came on one week before
September the 11th. That’s when he started
his job. He’s had his hands full. [Laughter]
But he’s a good man. He knows what to do.
And he discovered that we needed to change
the attitude, the focus, the culture within the
FBI, so that its major function now is to think
about how best to prevent attack, is to chase
down every lead, to run down every hint, to
follow every possible—every possible ter-
rorist activity and find out what they’re up
to, so that we can keep America safe. And
it’s happening—it’s happening.

Now, that’s not to say they’re still not going
to have an important law enforcement func-
tion; they’re not going to do what they used
to do in the past. They are, of course. But
the attitude in America has got to change,
because we’ve got a new problem we’re faced
with. It’s an enemy that—who is very tough
and smart and determined. They’re not as
tough and smart and determined as we are,
however.

The other thing we are doing a better job
of is having the CIA, which collects informa-
tion overseas, coordinate with the FBI.
That’s part of how you restructure agencies
in order to better protect America. It used
to be they didn’t talk very much. There was
kind of a—I guess a structural problem. You
just need to know we’ve changed that. We’ve
changed it.

It started, I guess, many ways with—every
morning I meet with George Tenet, who’s
the head of the CIA, and then after I named
Bob Mueller, right after September 11th, he
comes in every day as well. There’s nothing
like having face-to-face discussions with
agency heads to determine how we’re doing
and whether or not people are talking to each
other. And they are. And they are, and that’s
important. It’s important that we link up the
two.

And this new capacity at the homeland—
Department of Homeland Security is going
to be also important, where we’ll have people
whose job it is to analyze everything we see
and assess everything we hear. And it’s to
make sure it’s all in one area, so we can get
a clearer picture of what may or may not
be happening to America.
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As well, it is important for us to trust the
local folks, to do a better job at recognizing
in Washington we don’t have all the smarts,
that we want to work with the mayors, people
at the local level. We want to hear from the
police and fire. We just came from one of
the water treatment plants here in the area,
and we’re pleased to see how secure the plant
is. Christie Todd was telling me, however,
that we’re going to eventually have grant
money for water treatment facilities all
around the country, to encourage them to
make sure that any—there’s a full assessment
of the plant, to address any vulnerability that
may exist. This one didn’t appear very vulner-
able, I want you to know. So I was looking—
I was pleased to take a big gulp of water
when I arrived here. [Laughter]

But I want you to know we’re making
progress. We’ve got a good strategy, we do.
It’s going to be an interesting challenge to
see if Congress responds.

I had a good meeting today with Speaker
Hastert and Representative Gephardt from
Missouri, as well as Senator Daschle and
Senator Lott and all the leadership from both
parties. And in our discussions, I made it
clear to them that I don’t view this as a polit-
ical issue. I don’t view it as a Republican issue
or a Democrat issue. I think loving America
is an American issue. It’s important to elevate
this debate way beyond political parties, and
I was pleased with the meeting. I was pleased
with the spirit of the meeting.

You know, sometimes there’s a not-in-
vented-here attitude in Washington. I don’t
care who gets the credit for putting this thing
in. I just want it done right, and I want it
done on behalf of the American people as
quickly as possible.

It may seem kind of easy, but here’s the
problem. There’s a lot of people—there’s 100
different agencies involved with homeland
security. It means there’s a lot of people in
the Congress and in the Senate who have
got jurisdiction over those agencies. In other
words, that’s what they call ‘‘turf,’’ and peo-
ple like to defend their turf. And so, all of
a sudden, when you’re saying, ‘‘Well, you
know, Mr. Chairman, we’re going to have to
take this away from you and put it in a single
agency. You don’t get to fund it anymore,’’
it kind of makes the chairman nervous.

So what I’d like—I need the help of the
American people to remind the turf fighters
not to be nervous, because we’re talking
about doing what’s right for America.

I believe we can get it done; I really do.
But I want your help—need to talk to the
Members and the Senators. Just let them
know that you appreciate—you appreciate
their efforts, their concerns about the home-
land, but you hope that they will join the
White House and work hard together to do
what’s right for the American people. I sin-
cerely think this is right. Otherwise I
wouldn’t have proposed it.

You know, I am an optimistic guy. I be-
lieve—I believe this country—I know this
country is a fabulous country, but I believe
we’ve got great days ahead of us. I believe
that by being strong and tough, that we can
achieve peace. I believe that. I sincerely,
honestly believe it. And not only do I believe
we can bring peace for America, I believe
we can bring peace to parts of the world that
may not seem like there ever is going to be
peace.

This country has got a great chance to lead
the world toward a more peaceful tomorrow.
I know they’re watching us pretty carefully—
that is, the other leaders and other countries.
If America blinks, they’ll probably go to
sleep. We’re not blinking. We’re not blinking.
America understands that history has really
called us to action. Out of the evil is going
to come some good, and it’s going to be
peace. And out of the evil is going to come
some good at home too. I believe that as well.

You know, people ask me, they say, ‘‘What
can I do to help, Mr. President? What can
I do to be a part of this war on terror?’’ And
my answer is, if you want to fight evil, love
your neighbor like you’d like to be loved
yourself. If you want to do some good, men-
tor a child; teach a child to read; walk across
the street and say to a shut-in, ‘‘What can
I do to help you?’’ A simple act like that is
all part of doing some good here in America.

And it’s happening in this country. It really
is. You know why? The great strength of
America is the people. The great strength is
the American people, because not only are
we tough, like I said; we’re also a compas-
sionate people. We care deeply about neigh-
bors in need.
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You see, out of the evil will not only come
peace, but out of the evil I believe that we
have a chance to address hopelessness and
despair which exists in some neighborhoods
in this great country. It just sure does. And
we’ve got to do it. We’ve got to do it with
better education systems. We’ve got to wel-
come faith-based programs into the compas-
sionate delivery of welfare and help, because
after all, faith-based programs exist because
of a universal call to love your neighbor like
you’d like to be loved yourself.

We’ve got—if you’re interested in helping,
we’ve got a program called the USA Free-
dom Corps. You can get right on the Internet
and find out what’s available. There’s some
fantastic ways to help, and you can become
a soldier in the army of compassion.

We’ve got one such soldier today, Denny
Barnett. Where are you, Denny? Denny is
somewhere here. There he is. Denny, thank
you for coming. Denny is—was out at the
airport to meet me, and I want to thank him
for coming. He drew the short straw. He was
going to be with Laura in Salt Lake City,
Utah. Instead he got stuck with me. [Laugh-
ter] But Denny is—works for the Partnership
for Children. He has been a soul who has
spent his life, his adult life, helping in his
church, working with the Boy Scouts, works
for Habitat for Humanity, is a soldier in the
army of compassion. It doesn’t require a
Government law or Government edict to get
Denny to work; he just followed his heart
and, as a result, is part of making society a
better place.

You see, one person can’t do everything
in America, but one person can do some-
thing. And our society, folks, changes one
heart and one soul and one conscience at a
time. That’s how we change America, and
it’s happening in this country. Out of the evil
is coming good. Out of the evil, America is
taking a good hard look at what’s important.
There’s moms and dads taking an assessment
of their—of what’s important in their life,
and that is to love your children with all your
heart and all your soul.

You know, we live in a fast-paced society,
no question about it. But people are begin-
ning to understand that a full life is one in
which you serve something greater than
yourself in life, that to have a full and com-

plete life, you do more than just worry about
yourself. You help a neighbor in need. You
do something to make a country you love
stronger.

I guess that example came home most viv-
idly when men and women on Flight 93 real-
ized that their airplane was going to be used
as a weapon, called their families, told them
they loved them, said a prayer, said, ‘‘Let’s
roll,’’ and sacrificed themselves for some-
thing greater. They served their country.
What a great example. What a great example
for others to see. All of us are sad it hap-
pened, but all of us can use the example of
serving something greater than yourself to
help fight this war against terror.

You know, there is no question in my mind
that this great country is going to show the
world what we’re made out of. This great
country will show the world that we fight for
what we believe, as we seek justice. And this
great country will show the world the true
compassion and decency of a great nation.

Thanks for coming. May God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
school’s gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred
to John Krueger, principal, Oak Park High School.

Statement on Senate Action
To Extend the Debt Limit
June 11, 2002

I commend the Senate for passing an ex-
tension of the debt limit. We must ensure
that we have the resources to wage the war
against terror, to protect retirees, and to
meet our Government’s other obligations.
Today’s strong bipartisan vote is important
progress toward achieving this goal.

Remarks at a Dinner for Senatorial
Candidate James M. Talent in
Kansas City
June 11, 2002

Thank you all. Thank you very much. Well,
thanks for that most generous welcome. It’s
an honor to be here, back to the great State
of Missouri. I’m here tonight for one reason:
I urge the good folks of Missouri to send
this good man to the United States Senate.
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I want to thank all of you all for making
this evening, I’m told, an historic evening.
It’s incredibly successful. I want to thank the
good folks at the head table, who worked
hard to send a clear message to others in
the State of Missouri that Jim Talent’s got
great support all across the State. I particu-
larly want to thank those who man the
phones and stuff the envelopes, the grass-
roots workers that make an incredible dif-
ference on every election day.

I understand this is the height of barbecue
season. [Laughter] I know a little something
about barbecue. [Laughter] We kind of think
Texas barbecue is pretty good. [Laughter]
But we had a barbecue recently on the lawn
there at the White House. It was a magnifi-
cent event. We were able to invite Repub-
licans and Democrats from the United States
Congress, but one person was missing. So
the next time I give a barbecue, we might
just decide to have barbecue from this part
of the world, as we eat barbecue with the
next United States Senator, Jim Talent.

I want to thank Brenda Talent for joining
her husband in this great journey to serve
the people of Missouri. I know what it’s like
to marry somebody above myself. [Laughter]
I regret that Laura is not here today. She
is out in the western part of our country. She
was in Idaho and then Utah, going to go out
to California later on today. And then she
and I are going to team up or meet back
up in Crawford, Texas, for the weekend. I’ve
got to get some culture here one of these
days, so I’m going back to Crawford. [Laugh-
ter]

But you know, when I asked Laura to
marry me, she was a public school librarian,
and the truth of the matter is, she didn’t par-
ticularly care for politics or politicians.
[Laughter] But the people of this country are
beginning to understand why I asked her to
marry me. She’s a class act. A lot of people
are still scratching their heads wondering
why she said, yes. [Laughter] But we’re doing
great. A lot of you out there have prayed for
my family. I want to thank you for the pre-
cious gift of the prayers of the people, and
we feel strong and confident.

I traveled here today with some fine folks
in my administration: Governor Tom Ridge,
who is Director of the Homeland Security;

former Governor of the State of New Jersey,
who’s now the Administrator of the EPA,
Christie Todd Whitman, is with us.

Christie made a really good suggestion for
our family right before the end of the cam-
paign in 2000. She suggested that I buy
Laura a birthday present. It’s a pretty good
suggestion, actually. [Laughter] I had forgot-
ten. [Laughter] And it turned out that the
gift was Barney, the Scottish terrier. Little
Barney is a fabulous little guy. He’s the son
I never had. [Laughter] In that he’s only 11⁄2,
he really doesn’t spend much time in the
Oval Office. After all, we’ve got a new rug
in there. [Laughter] But it’s the chance for
me publicly to thank Governor Whitman for
her fine suggestion and a great addition to
our family.

Our family is also complete when we talk
about Spot the dog. Spot was born at the
White House when Mother and Dad were
there, and Spot gets to come in the Oval Of-
fice on a regular basis.

It is such an honor to walk into the Oval
Office, dog or no dog. [Laughter] And I want
to thank you all for giving me the chance
to serve this great country.

I particularly want to thank Ann Wagner
for her good work for the Republican Party
in Missouri as well as the national committee.

I want to thank you all for raising a man
who is doing a fantastic job for the country,
and that is the Attorney General of the
United States, John Ashcroft. I appreciate so
very much your senior Senator, Kit Bond,
who is traveling with me today. I want to
thank you, Senator, for your leadership. Sam
Graves, and Kenny Hulshof of the State of
Missouri is with us as well, and I thank you
all for being here. If you see them leaving
after my speech, it’s because they want a free
ride. [Laughter] It’s not a bad way to travel,
I might add. [Laughter]

We’ve also got a Congressman from the
great State of California with us. He’s the
chairman of the Rules Committee, a close
friend. He’s doing a fine job for America,
David Dreier. Thank you for coming, David.

And then, of course, there’s the Governor
of Kansas. I’m surprised you all let him across
the State line. [Laughter] But he’s a good
friend. He’s done a fabulous job. He’s
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brought a lot of dignity to the Governor’s of-
fice in the State of Kansas. And that’s Bill
Graves.

And finally, I’m proud of your secretary
of state of Missouri, Matt Blunt. Matt was
a Naval Reserve officer who just returned
from Operation Enduring Freedom. And I
want to thank you for your service, Matt.

Jim Talent’s an easy man to support. I like
his values. I like the fact that he makes his
family a priority. I like the fact that he loves
his country more than himself. I like the fact
that he’s an experienced man. He served in
the United States Congress, and when he
served in the Congress, he served with dis-
tinction. You all may remember he was on
the House Armed Services Committee. He
believed we needed a strong military prior
to September the 11th.

I also appreciate the fact that he under-
stands the significant role small business
plays in our society. It’s really important that
our small-business sector be vibrant and
strong, that there be less regulations on the
small-business person, there be less taxation
on the small business-person, and that we
think aggressively about how to make sure
small businesses can take care of their own,
can help their employees. That’s why his sup-
port of the association health plans makes so
much sense. It’s so logical. We need a logical
mind, a can-do fellow in the United States
Senate representing that junior seat.

I want to thank Jim as well for under-
standing the role of Government is not to
create wealth. The role of Government is to
create an environment in which the entre-
preneur and small-business owner can flour-
ish. And that is why it was vitally important
that we cut the taxes on the working people
in America.

Occasionally you hear the voices up there
in Washington saying, ‘‘Oh, the tax cut didn’t
mean anything.’’ The tax cut meant a lot.
When you let people keep more of their own
money, it increases demand. And when you
increase demand for goods and services,
somebody is going to provide the goods and
services. And when somebody provides the
goods and services, it means somebody can
find work. This tax cut came at the right time
for America, and we need to make it perma-
nent. And Jim Talent will be a vote I can

count on when it comes to cutting the taxes
on the American people.

He understands that if you’re good at
something, you ought to promote it. We’re
good at agriculture in America. We’re good
at high tech in America. And we ought to
be selling our products not only at home but
overseas. I need trade promotion authority,
and I need a vote in the United States Con-
gress that will give me trade promotion au-
thority, for the good of American workers.

One of the debates we’re going to have
in Washington right now, and it may spill
over when he’s the Senator, is welfare re-
form. The 1996 law that Jim was integrally
a part of has made a significant difference
in the lives of millions of Americans. It has
freed people from dependency upon Gov-
ernment. It has encouraged people to find
dignity in their lives through work. And what-
ever we do, for the good of the American
people, we must not—we must not—water
down any welfare reform reauthorization.
We must insist upon work and family, for
the good of the American people.

The next logical step for welfare reform
is to unleash the great compassion of Amer-
ica, is to encourage faith-based and commu-
nity programs to be an integral part of help-
ing people help themselves. Jim Talent un-
derstands that Government should not dis-
criminate against programs based in religious
institutions. We ought to welcome those pro-
grams, for the good of people whose lives
we’re trying to save and whose lives need ad-
ditional hope.

So I look forward to having him in the
United States Congress, and I look forward
to working with him to help us do our most
important job, which is to secure our home-
land, which is to do everything we can to
protect the American people.

I was telling you, I took Spot there in the
Oval Office. I sit at the desk, by the way,
where the Roosevelts sat. Since I’m a Presi-
dent, I can—Ted and Franklin—[laugh-
ter]—Kennedy sat, Reagan sat. I go in this
magnificent office, which is really a shrine
to the great democratic traditions of our
country, and I read an assessment from our
intelligence services about the plans of the
enemy. And it reminds me every day of two
things: One, that we face nothing but a bunch
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of coldblooded killers, is the best way I can
describe them; and that all of us must work
together to protect the innocent people of
America.

And that’s why last week I proposed a reor-
ganization of agencies all throughout our
Government into one Cabinet, called the De-
partment of Homeland Security. My inten-
tion, of course, is not to create more Govern-
ment. As a matter of fact, I ran—I said, ‘‘Give
me a chance. I won’t create more Govern-
ment.’’ My intention is to make Government
work.

There are over 100 different agencies in-
volved with protecting our homeland, agen-
cies scattered throughout the Federal bu-
reaucracy, which means it’s kind of hard to
determine who’s responsible, who is account-
able for the protection of the American peo-
ple. And so, for the good of our country, I’ve
called upon Congress to reorganize Govern-
ment in a way that allows us all to more effec-
tively deal with the true threats that face
America.

This agency will be charged with enforcing
our border. Listen, we need to know who’s
coming into the country. We need to how
long they intend to stay. We need to know
whether or not they’ve left like they said they
were going to do.

We need to make sure that we can respond
to any bioterrorist attack, we need to be wise
about what can happen and, if it does hap-
pen, what to do about it. We need to reorga-
nize so that we’ve got the capacity to deal
effectively with local governments, particu-
larly our first-responders, the brave police
and fire and EMS crews that serve the public
with such distinction.

And we need to make sure that any intel-
ligence gathered is analyzed properly so that
we can anticipate threats, so we get a better
feel for what may be happening in America
and then devise a plan to deal with it.

People say, ‘‘Well, gosh, that sounds pretty
simple to get done.’’ The problem is, we’re
dealing with some in Congress who guard
what they call ‘‘turf.’’ They don’t like the
thought of losing jurisdiction over one of the
100 groups. They don’t like the idea of per-
haps the appropriations process being taken
away from them. But for the good of the
country, the United States Congress needs

to put political partisanship aside. They need
to put turf battles aside and do what’s right
to secure the homeland.

Let me share a couple of examples about
what I’m talking about. The Coast Guard is
an incredibly important part of our—of se-
curing our border. The Coast Guard is—and
they do a great job, by the way, and they’ve
got a lot of tasks. But there’s nothing more
important than border security. And yet the
Coast Guard reports to the Transportation
Department. The Transportation Depart-
ment’s primary function is railroads and air-
planes and highways, not the security of the
United States. The Customs Department
needs to be an integral part of enforcing our
border, and yet the Customs Department re-
ports to the Secretary of Treasury. His job
isn’t homeland security; his job is fiscal policy
in the United States.

For the good of the American people, we
need to align the responsibilities, align au-
thority and responsibility so that I can hold
somebody to account, because I can assure
you, the American people are going to hold
me to account.

I know you hear about all these threats,
but you need to know we’re doing everything
we can possibly do to prevent the enemy
from hitting us. Prior to September the 11th,
the FBI, for example, was focused on law
enforcement, and that’s good. We want them
to be focused on law enforcement. But the
culture is changed. We’ve made—a lady
came before it the other day and brought
some pretty good evidence, evidence that we
needed to look at to make sure that if there’s
any gaps, we deal with them.

And now Director Mueller, who was on
the job one week prior to September the
11th, by the way, comes to my office every
morning, reporting in to me about what the
FBI is doing to prevent attack. The culture
is shifting in Washington, DC, and that’s in-
credibly positive for the American people.
We’ve got a lot of work to do—we’ve got
a lot of work to do, but we’re making good
progress.

But you need to know how I think. The
best way to secure the homeland of our coun-
try is to hunt the killers down one by one
and bring them to justice. And that’s pre-
cisely what the United States is going to do.
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I submitted a budget that prioritizes our
national defense. It’s the largest increase in
defense spending since Ronald Reagan was
the President of the United States. I did so
for two reasons: One, any time we put our
young into harm’s way, they deserve the best
training, the best equipment, the best pay
possible; and two, it’s a signal to the Amer-
ican people, our allies, and as importantly,
to the enemy, that the United States of
America is in this war for the long pull. There
is not a calendar on my desk that says, by
such and such a moment, you’re going to
quit. That’s not what somebody does when
it comes to defending that which we hold
dear, and this country loves freedom.

I can’t imagine what was going through
the minds of the enemy when they attacked
us. They must have said, ‘‘Well, you know,
these people in America are soft; they’re so
materialistic and so self-absorbed and so ba-
sically weak that all the great country might
do is file a couple of lawsuits.’’ [Laughter]
They were wrong. If anybody attacks our
freedom, if anybody thinks the United States
of America will blink in the face of terrorist
activity, they have significantly, significantly
underestimated the will of the American peo-
ple.

This is a war unlike any we’ve ever had.
There’s not great columns of equipment
moving across a country. There’s not vast in-
dustrial complexes manufacturing weapons
to be used in these armies. We fight a shad-
owy group of killers who like to hide in caves
and send youngsters to their suicide. They
think they can hide from our country and
our coalition, but because we’re patient and
steadfast and brave and determined, there
is no cave deep enough for people who want
to harm America and take away our free-
doms.

The enemy has suffered a significant de-
feat in the first battle in the first war of the
21st century, and that was in Afghanistan. It
is important for you all to tell the young ones
in America, when you have a chance, that
this great country of ours does not seek re-
venge. America seeks justice. And I ask you
to point out to the young ones that when
we went into Afghanistan, we arrived not as
conquerors but as liberators. As a result of
the United States and our friends and allies,

young girls go to school for the first time
in Afghanistan. By freeing the Afghan people
from the clutches of the most barbaric re-
gime in modern history, we have liberated
people, for the good of the people of Afghan-
istan.

Sometimes the American people will see
progress on their TV screens, and sometimes
you won’t. In my speech the other night, I
informed the American people that we’ve—
we and our friends have arrested and de-
tained over 2,400 terrorists. As you read in
the newspaper, we now need to make that
2,401.

We’re upholding the doctrine that says ei-
ther you are with us, or you are with the
terrorists. Either you love freedom, or you
stand against the United States of America.
No matter where these killers light, the
United States and our friends and allies will
bring them to justice, no matter how long
it takes, because history has called us into
action. History has given us the opportunity
to defend freedom, and that’s precisely what
we’re going to do.

And freedom is not only at risk as a result
of one terrorist network; freedom’s at risk be-
cause of terrorist networks around the world.
And freedom is at risk with the thought that
Al Qaida or an Al-Qaida-type organization
could mate up or team up with one of these
nations which develops weapons of mass de-
struction.

That’s a nightmare scenario to think about.
Think about the fact that people hate our
freedoms, hate the fact that we are tolerant
of religion, hate the fact that we speak our
minds freely, and they develop the capacity
to deliver a horrible weapon via ballistic mis-
siles that could change the dynamic of the
ability for us to keep peace. It could cause
people to blanch, to blink in the face of such
a threat. I’m a patient man. I’ll use all the
tools at our disposal. But we will not let the
world’s worst leaders hold America and our
friends and allies hostage with the world’s
worst weapons.

Ann mentioned I’m an optimistic fellow,
and I am. I believe that out of the evil done
to America will come some incredible good.
You also need to tell people that we fight
for peace. That’s what we fight for. I long
for a peaceful world. And I believe that if
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America continues to lead with steadfast pur-
pose and strong resolve, that we not only can
achieve peace for the American people, but
we can achieve peace in places around the
world that have seemingly no hope for peace.
It’s important for us to keep peace in mind.

And at home, I believe that we’re a better
country as a result of the evil done to us,
because I believe Americans have heard the
call that if you want to join the fight against
evil, do some good; love your neighbor just
like you’d like to be loved yourself. I’m asked
all the time, ‘‘What can I do to help?’’ My
answer is, mentor a child. If you want to fight
evil, tell somebody you love them. Show
somebody your compassion. Join your church
or synagogue and mosque’s programs to feed
the hungry.

It is important in this Nation for us to rec-
ognize there are pockets of despair and hope-
lessness. And I believe that through compas-
sion and love, we can save those people and
show them America is meant for them. I rec-
ognize one person can’t do everything, but
I want you to know, one person can do some-
thing. One person can be a part of saving
America, one soul, one conscience, one heart
at a time. The American people are respond-
ing, because our people are deeply kind and
compassionate people. People all across the
country are taking responsibility for their
lives.

I believe out of the evil done to America,
there’s a good chance we’ll change our cul-
ture from one which has said, ‘‘If it feels
good, just go ahead and do it, and if you’ve
got a problem, blame somebody else,’’ to a
new culture which says, ‘‘Each of us are re-
sponsible for the decisions we make in life.’’
If you’re a mom and a dad, you’re responsible
for loving your child with all your heart and
with all your soul. If you’re a responsible cit-
izen of Kansas City, you have the responsi-
bility to help somebody in need. If you run
a company in corporate America, you have
a responsibility to disclose all your assets and
all your liabilities. You have a responsibility
to your employees, and you have a responsi-
bility to your shareholders.

And the reason I believe this is happening,
because I believe Americans realize serving
something greater than yourself in life helps
complete life. Serving something greater

than your own self-interests is part of what
a full life is all about. And it’s happening
across America; it is.

I think perhaps the most significant mo-
ment after 9/11, or during 9/11, was Flight
93. We had people on an airplane, flying
across our country. They thought they were
on a business trip, or traveling—thought it
was a normal day. They were told on their
cell phones that the enemy was using air-
planes as a weapon. They realized that the
hijacked plane they were on was going to be
used to kill, and they decided to serve some-
thing greater than themselves. In this case,
they served their country. They said a prayer,
they told their loved ones they loved them,
and they drove a plane into the ground. It
is a sign to me that the great courage and
heart of America is alive and strong.

And all of us must use that example of
serving something greater than themselves as
we join this war against evil. And by so doing,
out of the evil will come incredible good for
America. People will realize the greatness of
our country. People will realize there’s hope
where there is no hope, light where there
seems to be darkness. And it’s going to hap-
pen in this country, no doubt in my mind,
because this is the greatest nation on the face
of the Earth. And it is a huge honor to be
the President of the greatest nation on the
face of the Earth.

Thank you for coming. May God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in the
Imperial Ballroom at the Marriott Kansas City
Downtown. In his remarks, he referred to Ann
Wagner, chairman, Missouri Republican Party,
and cochairman, Republican National Committee;
and Gov. Bill Graves of Kansas.

Remarks on Signing the Public
Health Security and Bioterrorism
Preparedness and Response Act of
2002
June 12, 2002

The President. Good afternoon, and
thank you all for coming.

On September the 11th, the world learned
how evil men can use airplanes as weapons
of terror. Shortly thereafter, we learned how

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 23:52 Jun 18, 2002 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P24JNT4.014 txed01 PsN: txed01



999Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / June 12

* White House correction.

evil people can use microscopic spores as
weapons of terror. Bioterrorism is a real
threat to our country. It’s a threat to every
nation that loves freedom. Terrorist groups
seek biological weapons. We know some
rogue states already have them.

It’s important that we confront these real
threats to our country and prepare for future
emergencies. Protecting our citizens against
bioterrorism is an urgent duty of American—
American governments. We must develop
the learning, the technology, and the health
care delivery systems that will allow us to re-
spond to attacks with state-of-the-art medical
care throughout our entire country.

I want to thank the Members of the
United States Congress who are here today,
members of both parties who have worked
together on this bill. I appreciate Governor
Tom Ridge’s hard work, Tommy Thompson
and your staff’s hard work on this bill. I want
to thank Tony Principi and Christie Todd
Whitman from the Veterans Department as
well as the EPA for being here and working
on this bill.

I appreciate very much Senator Ted Ken-
nedy, the Chairman of the Senate Health and
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee,
for working with Bill Frist. I want to thank
the other cosponsors from the committee
who are here. I appreciate Members of the
House Billy Tauzin and John Dingell for
combining their talents and experience and
energy to get the bill done. I want to thank
Mike Bilirakis, Judd Gregg, who isn’t here,
and all the other Members of the Congress,
to show the American people that when peo-
ple of both parties work together they can
do good work on behalf of our country.

I want to thank Elias Zerhouni, who is the
Director of the National Institution of
Health, who is here with us today—I appre-
ciate you being here, Elias; Dr. Les
Crawford, who is the Acting Commissioner
of the Food and Drug Administration; as well
as Dr. David Fleming, who is the Acting Di-
rector of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. I want to thank you all for being
here as well.

Biological weapons are potentially the
most dangerous weapons in the world. Last
fall’s anthrax attacks were an incredible trag-
edy to a lot of people in America, and it sent

a warning that we needed and have heeded.
We must be better prepared to prevent,
identify, and respond. And this bill I’m sign-
ing today will help a lot in this essential ef-
fort.

First, the bill will enhance our ability to
prevent and detect bioterrorist attacks. We
must and we will improve inspections of food
entering our ports and give officials better
tools to contain attacks on our food supply.
We’ll have new authority to track biological
materials anywhere in the United States.

Second, the bill will strengthen the com-
munications networks that link our health
care providers with public health authorities.
Biological attacks can be carried out quietly.
Our health care professionals are likely to be
the first to recognize that there has been an
attack. The speed with which they detect and
respond to a threat to public health could
be the difference between containment and
catastrophe.

Thirdly, the bill will strengthen the ability
of our health care system to expedite treat-
ments across our country. It will provide our
State and local health authorities with re-
sources and tools needed to do their job. And
this bill will further develop our stockpiles
of smallpox vaccines.

Finally, the bill will help us develop better
medicines for the future. It reauthorizes and
improves the Prescription Drug User Fee
Act. * This will make new lifesaving drugs
and therapies available more quickly and will
help ensure the safety and effectiveness of
the treatments. We’ll also be able to use the
combined research expertise of the Govern-
ment and the private sector to improve our
vaccines, our medicines, and our diagnostic
tests.

Strengthening our protections against bio-
terror is part of a larger effort to deal with
the new threats of the 21st century. If we’re
going to succeed, we need to reorganize our
Government. And that’s why I look forward
to working with Congress to create the De-
partment of Homeland Security, to make
sure we align authority and responsibility, to
make sure that we have an effective response
to the enemy that still wants to hit America.
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This bill today I sign is a part of the process
of doing our duty to protect innocent Ameri-
cans from an enemy that hates America. I’m
proud to sign the bill, and I’m proud to wel-
come the bill’s sponsors here to the Rose
Garden.

Thank you all very much.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

The President. Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. H.R. 3448, ap-
proved June 12, was assigned Public Law No.
107–188.

Remarks at a Meeting of the
President’s Homeland Security
Advisory Council
June 12, 2002

Well, thank you all very much for taking
on this assignment. Joe, thank you for your
being Chairman. And Bill Webster, we’ve got
a lot of talented folks around this table. And
I want to thank you for agreeing to help our
Nation.

We’re under attack; that’s the way it is.
The more we love freedom, the more we
espouse values that are decent and honor-
able, the more we welcome religion in our
society, open political discourse, the more
this enemy is going to try to hit us. And we’ve
got two courses of action. One is to run them
down, wherever they try to hide, and bring
them to justice. That’s precisely what we’re
going to do.

These people are the kind of people that—
they try to find a soft spot around the world
and burrow in and plot and plan. And we’re
just going to have to enforce the doctrine:
Either you’re with us, or against us; either
you join the coalition of freedom, or you’re
on the other side of the fence.

And we’re making good progress; we really
are. The other night when I announced this
Department of Homeland Security, I made
mention of the fact that our coalition has
hauled in about 2,400 of these terrorists,
these killers. The problem is there’s still quite
a number of them still out there.

We’re using our military—we’ve got a
great military, by the way. I’m really proud

of the men and women who wear our uni-
form, and our Nation stands squarely with
our military. We’re using diplomatic pres-
sure. That’s an important tool. We’re cutting
off their money. That’s—we’ve been fairly ef-
fective at cutting off their money. We can
all do a little better job of denying them the
funds they need. They don’t need a lot of
money, but they do need money to conduct
their attacks.

We’re sharing intelligence. I know many
members of this committee have been very
much involved in the intelligence gathering
capacity of America, and we’re doing a better
job of finding our weaknesses here at home
and working on the weaknesses. The CIA and
the FBI now are doing a much better job
today than they had been prior to September
the 11th of sharing information across
these—what were once formidable jurisdic-
tional boundaries. The culture of our agen-
cies have changed since the war. The FBI
has got a—has got a new job, which is to
prevent attack, and that’s now their primary
focus. And Bob Mueller is doing a good job
of recognizing the cultural shift that needs
to take place, of taking input, listening to
people, and responding.

So we’re making progress; we really are.
But until we rout out every terrorist cell and
every terrorist, until attitudes change about
freedom in America, we’ve got to protect our
homeland in a new way. And I want to thank
you all for agreeing to help us. You’re break-
ing new ground, and you’re going to help
us leave a legacy, so that future Presidents,
future administrations, and future Congress
can deal more effectively with how to do the
most important job any elected official has,
which is to protect innocent life.

As you know, I called for the Department
of Homeland Security. Obviously, I wouldn’t
have done so if I didn’t think it was the abso-
lute right thing to do. I think it’s important
to focus the mission, through reorganization.
I know it’s going to make—help us be more
effective here at home.

I also recognize how tough the chore is
going to be. I mean, after all, we are asking
people in Congress to give up turf, as they
say, give up a little power. And I’m under
no illusions that asking folks to give up power
can be a difficult assignment. So one of the
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things I’ll do is remind the Members of Con-
gress that this is not a political issue, that
protecting America is an American issue, it’s
a duty we all have, and that I vow not to
play politics with doing what’s right.

I’ll also remind the Congress that I am
going to speak to the American people about
this issue. Once I propose it, I’m going to
take my case beyond Washington to the true
influence—the real influence peddlers of
America; that’s the American people, the
people who work every day and who’ve got
the capacity to inform their Members of
Congress or the Senate their opinion. And
that’s what I’m going to continue to do.

I’m going to continue to speak as plainly
as I can about the need for this Department,
assuring the American people that we’re not
interested in increasing the size and scope
of the Federal Government, we’re interested
in efficiency. We want an organization that
can work closely with local leaders such as
my Mayor, Mayor Williams. We want to be
able to respond better if something were to
occur. We want to know how better to en-
force our borders. We want to know when
they’re coming in the country and if they’re
overstaying their visas. We need to know
that, in America, under this new—the new
threats under which we live.

We’ve got to—I signed a bioterrorism bill
today. I want to thank you all for coming
for the signing ceremony. I saw Jim Schles-
inger there, and I’m sure you’re glad I cut
my remarks in half, because the temperature
seemed to be—[laughter]—seemed to be a
little warm out there. But the idea is to better
coordinate our capacity to detect weapons of
mass destruction and respond to them if they
occur.

And finally, we need an analytical capacity
within a department that can take all the in-
telligence that’s gathered, not only by the
FBI or the CIA but all throughout our Gov-
ernment, and analyze it so we have a better
feel for what the terrorists might be thinking
and then how to respond.

And you all can play a very useful role in
this—in this process. You bring a lot of heft
and a lot of experience and a lot of know-
how. You can definitely help us understand
how best to coordinate Government activities
with the private sector, and that’s essential,

that we team up to do everything we need
to do to protect America.

So I want to thank you for your service.
I want you to know this administration is to-
tally committed to protecting the people.
Many of you are aware of the President’s
briefing he gets, sees—or knows what the
President reads. And they’re still out there;
these people—you know, these killers,
they’re still lurking around. But they picked
on a—they picked on a group of people who
are plenty determined, and that’s the Amer-
ican people.

We’ve got a fabulous nation. And we’re
tough, and we’re determined, and we’re
united, and we’re strong. And at the same
time, we’re showing the world that we’re a
compassionate nation as well. We won the
first battle, or we’re winning the first battle
in the war of the 21st century, which was
in Afghanistan. And we went into that coun-
try not as conquerors but as liberators. And
I’m proud of our Nation, and I’m proud of
your service to our Nation. And I want to
thank you all for giving us your time.

God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. in the
Indian Treaty Room in the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Joseph J. Grano, Jr., Chair, William H.
Webster, Vice Chair, and James R. Schlesinger
and Washington, DC, Mayor Anthony A. Wil-
liams, members, President’s Homeland Security
Advisory Council. H.R. 3448, the Public Health
Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Re-
sponse Act of 2002, approved June 12, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–188.

Remarks on Presenting the National
Medals of Science and Technology
June 12, 2002

Please be seated. Thank you all very much,
and welcome to the White House. It is a—
it’s an honor to be with so many incredibly
bright and innovative people.

I want to welcome the winners. I want to
welcome your family members. I want to
welcome your friends, and I want to welcome
those of us who are just happy to be in your
presence. [Laughter] The science and tech-
nology leaders here today have turned genius
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and persistence into knowledge and tech-
nology that will shape lives for decades to
come. And that must make you feel pretty
darn good.

Our honorees are the prophets of a better
age, seeing the future before a lot of folks
don’t see the present. They have earned
these medals, and as they do so, they earn
the thanks of their fellow Americans.

I want to thank the Secretary of Com-
merce, Don Evans, who will be here to ad-
minister—who is here to administer the Na-
tional Medal of Technology. I want to thank
Secretary Rod Paige, the Secretary of Edu-
cation. I want to thank the Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Policy, Dr.
John Marburger, for the fine job he is doing
on behalf of the country. John, thank you for
coming.

I want to thank the Members of the
United States Congress who are here. I ap-
preciate you all being here to cheer on the
recipients from your districts.

The medals we present today are the high-
est honors—the highest honors—a President
can bestow in the fields of science and tech-
nology. And today’s honorees have earned
this recognition with their tireless work.
Some of the honorees are learning how to
battle cancer with new therapies. Others are
advancing our understanding of the Earth
and the Sun. Others are creating new meth-
ods for analyzing data. All of our honorees
and their colleagues throughout the United
States are asking questions whose answers
will improve lives, not only here at home but
around the world.

Science and—scientific and technological
research are a high calling for any individual.
And promoting research is an important role
of our Federal Government. I’m pleased that
this year’s budget includes the most research
and development funding in the history of
our country. We’ll continue to support
science and technology because innovation
makes America stronger. Innovation helps
Americans to live longer, healthier, and
happier lives. Innovation helps our economy
grow and helps people find work. Innovation
strengthens our national defense and our
homeland security, and we need a strong na-
tional defense and homeland security as we

fight people who hate America because we’re
free.

President Franklin Roosevelt’s science ad-
viser was a fellow named Vannevar Bush. He
doesn’t claim me, and I don’t claim him.
[Laughter] But here’s what he says. He said,
‘‘Without scientific progress, the national
health would deteriorate. Without scientific
progress, we could not hope for improve-
ment in our standard of living or an increased
number of jobs for our citizens. Without sci-
entific progress, we could not have main-
tained our liberties against tyranny.’’ What
Vannevar Bush said back then is true today.

Scientists and researchers do vital work,
and they oftentimes do it outside the lime-
light. It’s a good thing to shine the light here
in the White House. Their influence extends
beyond laboratories. It reaches into hospitals
and homes and classrooms. And as impor-
tantly, your work inspires young Americans
who study past scientific breakthroughs in
order to chart their own paths of discovery.

The world of our children will be shaped
by the people we honor today. On behalf of
all Americans, I want to thank you for your
lifelong commitment to making our world a
better place.

In a few moments, Secretary Evans will
help me present the National Medals of
Technology, but first I ask Dr. Marburger
to come to the stage to assist me with the
presentation of the 2001 National Medals of
Science.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on Senate Failure To
Permanently Repeal the Death Tax

June 12, 2002

Today’s failure by the Senate to perma-
nently repeal the death tax is a disappoint-
ment to the American people. It is wrong
that, as a result of a quirk in the law, millions
of Americans will be subject to the death tax
beginning at the end of the decade. The Con-
gress must fix this unfair tax and provide fam-
ilies with certainty so they can plan for the
future.
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Proclamation 7573—Flag Day and
National Flag Week, 2002
June 7, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American flag is a beacon of hope,

a symbol of enduring freedom, and an em-
blem of unity. Many have given their lives
in its defense, and countless men and women
have worked to ensure that Old Glory con-
tinues to stand for the ideals of freedom, jus-
tice, and equal opportunity for all. Our flag
symbolizes the purpose and resolve of our
Nation, first expressed by our Founders who
triumphed against great odds to establish this
country.

Today, as we face the challenges of a new
era, our flag reminds us that freedom will
prevail over oppression and that good will
overcome evil. Following the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, Americans embraced a renewed
sense of the meaning and purpose of our flag.
The unforgettable images of our Nation’s col-
ors flying defiantly over the debris of the
World Trade Center inspired our country
with a healing hope, uniting our people in
purpose and consoling those who had suf-
fered great loss. At the Pentagon, an Amer-
ican flag was hung from the building’s dam-
aged walls, expressing our collective resolve
to rebuild and move forward. And earlier this
year, during the Opening Ceremonies of the
Winter Olympic Games in Salt Lake City,
Americans, joined by peace-loving people
from around the world, paid tribute to the
tattered flag that had been recovered from
the ruins of the World Trade Center.

As we reflect on what our flag represents,
we recall the words of President Woodrow
Wilson, who said just weeks before the onset
of World War I: ‘‘My dream is that, as the
years go on and the world knows more and
more of America, it . . . will turn to Amer-
ica for those moral inspirations which lie at
the basis of all freedom . . . that America
will come into the full light of the day when
all shall know that she puts human rights
above all other rights, and that her flag is
the flag, not only of America, but of human-
ity.’’

The flag that inspired Francis Scott Key
to write our National Anthem 188 years ago
still energizes and inspires the American spir-
it. Since September 11, we have seen our
Nation’s flag appear everywhere—on cars
and clothing, houses and hard hats—showing
our country’s commitment to always remem-
ber those who lost their lives and to remain
unremitting in the pursuit of justice.

Today, in Afghanistan and around the
world, brave men and women are serving
under our flag, fighting to preserve freedom
and win the war against terrorism. All Ameri-
cans are profoundly grateful for their service
and their sacrifice. We also recognize and
commend the contributions of our veterans
who have bravely defended our Nation’s
founding principles throughout our history.
The image of six marines raising the flag on
the top of Mount Suribachi at Iwo Jima will
always remind us that the struggle for liberty
is a story of courage, sacrifice, and commit-
ment to the unshakeable belief in freedom’s
promise.

On Flag Day, we remember the struggles
and successes for which our flag stands. And
we look to the flag as an everlasting symbol
of our commitment to a world of peace, a
Nation of principle, and a people of unity.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved
August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492),
designated June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag
Day’’ and requested that the President issue
an annual proclamation calling for its observ-
ance and for the display of the Flag of the
United States on all Federal Government
buildings. The Congress also requested, by
joint resolution approved June 9, 1966, as
amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President
annually issue a proclamation designating the
week in which June 14 occurs as ‘‘National
Flag Week’’ and calling upon all citizens of
the United States to display the flag during
that week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2002,
as Flag Day and the week beginning June
9, 2002, as National Flag Week. I direct the
appropriate officials to display the flag on all
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Federal Government buildings during that
week, and I urge all Americans to observe
Flag Day and National Flag Week by flying
the Stars and Stripes from their homes and
other suitable places. I also call upon the
people of the United States to observe with
pride and all due ceremony those days from
Flag Day through Independence Day, also
set aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as
a time to honor America, to celebrate our
heritage in public gatherings and activities,
and to publicly recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 11, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 13, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 12.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Business Leaders
June 13, 2002

Corporate Responsibility
The President. Thank you all for coming.

And I want to thank the—some of our coun-
try’s great corporate leaders for joining us in
helping to save people’s lives.

These leaders create value for their com-
pany, but they’re also willing to work to cre-
ate values in America. And for that, the coun-
try is better off.

You know, there’s been a lot of talk about
corporate responsibility here in America, and
there needs to be. People who run their busi-
nesses need to do so in a way that treats their
employees with respect and treats the com-
munities in which they live with respect as
well. And that’s precisely what is happening
as—with these companies. These leaders un-
derstand that there is more to just a balance
sheet. They understand that value comes
from encouraging their employees to make
a difference in somebody’s lives.

It’s my honor to herald some of the—some
of the really true leaders in our country, and
I want to thank them for coming. I want to
thank you all for your vision. I want to thank
you for agreeing to work to expand the circle
of corporate America that’s willing to commit
itself to improving our Nation so that pockets
of despair become places of light and hope.

Steve Case is going to say a few comments,
and Michael.

[At this point, Stephen Case, chairman, AOL
Time Warner, Inc., and Michael Eisner,
chairman and chief executive officer, the
Walt Disney Co., made brief remarks.]

Q. A few business-related questions, sir?
Sir, could we get a business-related question
in this morning?

The President. I’ll see you this afternoon.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister John Howard of
Australia and an Exchange With
Reporters
June 13, 2002

President Bush. We’re going to have an
opening statement; the Prime Minister will.
I will call upon an American reporter. The
Prime Minister will call upon an Australian
reporter. I will then call upon an American
reporter. The Prime Minister will finish by
calling on an Australian reporter.

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome.
Prime Minister Howard. Thank you.
President Bush. The United States has

got a great friend in Australia, and I’ve got
a personal friend in the Prime Minister. And
I want to thank you for your steadfast support
when it comes to fighting terror.

I reminded the people here in the meeting
that the last time the Prime Minister and I
visited here in America was on September
the 10th, and our world was changed forever
the next day. I found it really interesting that
one of our best friends was with the Presi-
dent of the United States the day before the
attack. And our best friend will be with us
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at the end of this war, too, and that’s really
comforting to know.

I look forward to working with you on a
variety of issues. I look forward to coming
to your country one day. The Prime Minister
invited me to go down to Australia. I’d love
to go. But I want to welcome you very
much—an honor to call you friend.

Prime Minister Howard. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. There is something
rather poignant about us meeting again in
this Oval Office and remembering the last
time was the 10th of September. I said to
the Congress yesterday that America had no
better friend anywhere in the world than
Australia. I want to put on record the admira-
tion of the Australian people for the tremen-
dous leadership that you’ve displayed, Mr.
President, over the past 9 months.

Australia is a firm and faithful friend, and
we are in there with you in the fight against
terror. It still has a long way to go, and I
think it’s very important that the people don’t
imagine that the fight is anywhere near com-
plete. And there will be a lot of commitment
on our part, and we do respect and admire
the contribution that you’re making as the
leader of the world’s response.

And personally, can I thank you very
warmly for your welcome and that of your
administration. It was a real honor to address
the other part of the United States Govern-
ment yesterday and to talk to some of the
Congressmen and to understand the proc-
esses of your form of democracy. We each
have our own challenges. You have yours; I
have mine. [Laughter]

But it’s great to be here. And I said yester-
day that Americans and Australians like each
other and they find it easy to relate to each
other. And I’ve certainly found that, at a per-
sonal level, with you, Mr. President. And
thank you very much.

President Bush. Stretch [Richard Keil,
Bloomberg News].

Future Palestinian State
Q. Mr. President, Secretary of State Pow-

ell has been talking to Arab and Middle East-
ern media in recent days about you very soon
having a timeline for Palestinian statehood.
And he’s also raised the possibility of a provi-
sional or temporary Palestinian state to get

the ball moving. Do those statements reflect
your views? And how soon could we antici-
pate something from this?

President Bush. I’m—listen, I’m listening
to a lot of opinion. I met today with the For-
eign Minister of Saudi Arabia. The Prime
Minister and I talked about the subject. And
I think it’s probably wise for people not to
spend a lot of time speculating.

I’m going to lay out my vision at some
point in time. It’s going to be a vision that
will help lead toward two states living side
by side. People are going to have to be—
in order to achieve that vision, people are
going to have to take responsibility. Israelis
are going to have to be responsible; Palestin-
ians are going to have to be responsible; the
Arab world is going to have to assume re-
sponsibility to achieve this vision.

And there’s one thing for certain that I
strongly believe, and that is that we must
build the institutions necessary for the evo-
lution of a Palestinian state which can live
peacefully in the region and provide hope
for the suffering Palestinian people.

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Howard. [Inaudible]

Iraq
Q. Mr. Prime Minister, Vice President

Dick Cheney has said in recent days that the
problem of Iraq requires a direct response
from both the United States and its allies.
I just wonder whether you discussed that
issue, whether, Mr. President, there was any
timeline on what you would require from
Australia?

Prime Minister Howard. Well, we dis-
cussed it. I think what’s been said by the ad-
ministration earlier on this was repeated.
Clearly, Iraq’s behavior has been—in relation
to the weapons of mass destruction—has
been offensive to many countries, including
the United States and Australia. But the
question of any action by the United States
is a matter for the United States. And I’ve
indicated before in Australia, and I repeat
now, that if there are any approaches made
to Australia, we’d consider them in the cir-
cumstances, at the time, if they occur.

President Bush. Yes, I told the Prime
Minister there are no war plans on my desk.
I haven’t changed my opinion about Saddam
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Hussein, however. He is—this is a person
who gassed his own people and possesses
weapons of mass destruction. And so, as I
told the American people and I told John,
we’ll use all tools at our disposal to deal with
him. And of course, before there is any ac-
tion—military action—I would closely con-
sult with our close friend. But there are no
plans on my desk right now.

Yes, John [John Roberts, CBS News].

New Source Review
Q. Mr. President, on the New Source Re-

view changes that were announced by the
EPA today, environmental groups say that
this is a giveaway to industry that will actually
increase pollution at these dirtiest power-
plants. One former member of the EPA who
joined that organization under ‘‘Bush 41’’
said today that the new rules are disgraceful,
sir. And I’m wondering what your opinion
is.

President Bush. They’re absolutely
wrong. The New Source Review reforms,
coupled with the clear skies legislation, will
reduce pollution by approximately 70 per-
cent. This administration is committed to
clean air, and we’re going to work vigorously
to achieve clean air.

Trade Promotion Authority
Q. Mr. President, if Congress gives you

trade approval, will a trade deal be a priority
with Australia? And will Australian farmers
get better access to American markets?

President Bush. Yes. I talked to John
about the importance of trade. The qualifier
was, if Congress were to give me trade pro-
motion authority; I appreciate you qualifying
it that way. I urge Congress to give me trade
promotion authority, so——

Prime Minister Howard. So do I.
[Laughter]

President Bush. ——so we can have fruit-
ful discussions with our friend. But first
things first. And as you know, a bill passed
the House, and one passed the Senate. And
now it’s time for them to get together and
get the bill to me. And I would—more than
willing to ask my man Zoellick to talk to the
Australians, but only until and after we get
TPA.

Listen, thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:41 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
President Bush referred to Minister of Foreign
Affairs Saud al-Faysal al Saud of Saudi Arabia;
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and U.S.
Trade Representative Robert B. Zoellick.

Remarks to the 21st Century
High Tech Forum
June 13, 2002

Thank you all. So I give Kvamme a salary,
and he leads a standing ovation. Thank you.
[Laughter]

Thank you all very much. I’m honored
you’re here. I particularly want to thank our
panelists for sharing their wisdom. And I
want to thank you all for taking time to come
and visit about how to make sure our Nation
is secure and strong and hopeful. I want to
thank the members of my Cabinet who are
here, Don Evans and Elaine Chao. I want
to thank John Marburger for being here as
well.

You know, we—these are extraordinary
times. I remember campaigning, and some-
body said, ‘‘Would you ever deficit spend?’’
I said, ‘‘Only if there was a war or a recession
or a national emergency.’’ [Laughter] I didn’t
think we were going to get the trifecta.
[Laughter] But there’s no doubt in my mind
we can and will solve all three. And one of
the keys to recovery on the economic side
is a strong and vibrant high-tech industry. I
know that; I understand the importance of
productivity gains and what it means for aver-
age Americans.

My attitude is, as long as somebody’s not
working, we’ve got a problem. I know people
here in Washington like to look at statistics,
and that’s fine. But so long as somebody
wants to work and can’t find work, people
in Government need to think about ways to
expand economic opportunity. And one way
to do so is to make sure that our country
is still on the cutting edge of productivity
gains.

There’s a practical application to high tech,
by the way, one that’s really come home to
roost recently. And that is, you know, when
it comes to the defense of our country, our
high-tech gains have made a enormous dif-
ference.
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Let me take a step back. We fight an
enemy which is cruel and heartless and re-
lentless. You just need to know that. And
even though we’ve made some progress—
and we have; as I said the other night, we
and our friends have hauled in about 2,400
of them. There’s still a lot of them out there,
which means this country is in for a long war.
Particularly—and it’s necessary because
we’re defending freedom. That’s what you’ve
got to know. And it’s real, and we’re going
to have to deal with it.

And we can deal with it diplomatically,
which we’ll do. We’ve got a great coalition
we’ve put together, and we’ll keep the coali-
tion together. We’ll share intelligence, which
we will continue to do, to make sure that
we can find these killers wherever they try
to hide. And at the same time, we’ll continue
to fight a guerilla war with conventional
means, because we’re the best in the world
with high technology.

The first battle in the war—first war of
the 21st century—was in Afghanistan, as you
know. And a lot of people said, ‘‘Well, it’s
impossible to fight that war there because
of past experiences.’’ And of course, we were
somewhat mindful of history. And yet what
people didn’t realize was that because of pre-
cision-guided weapons, we were really accu-
rate, which was bad news for the enemy,
good news for the civilian population and co-
alition forces.

We fly a Predator airplane. Probably some
of you all designed the programming and all
the materials that make it work. We fly a
Predator airplane now that has got the capac-
ity on a real-time basis to send signals back
to the United States about what’s going on
on the ground. It can fly at night; it flies at
day. It gives people a pretty good look about
what the enemy may or may not be doing.
This Predator saves time, saves lives, is an
incredibly important part of fighting a gue-
rilla war with conventional means. It means
our targeting is a heck of a lot more accurate.
It means the information that the people in
the field receive is timely and real and fast,
thanks to the high-tech industry of America.

Our high-tech advantage will make it easi-
er for us to keep the peace. We talk about
weapons of war, but I want you to know, they
are used to keep the peace. That’s the dream

of this administration, is to make the world
more peaceful. And we’re going to have to
continue to use high-tech means and high-
tech equipment to chase the killers down one
by one.

It is fortuitous that America is on the cut-
ting edge of high technology at this time in
history, because of the nature of the war. In
the old days, there would be columns of tanks
and artillery moving here and airplanes flying
there. And now we’re facing sophisticated
killers who hide in caves, who communicate
in shadowy ways, and who are plenty lethal.
And we’re going to win the war because of
our resolve and our determination and our
love for freedom, but we’re also going to win
the war thanks to the incredible technology
and technological breakthroughs that we
have achieved here in America.

And we’re going to win—protect our
homeland in a better way as well, because
of technology. And that’s important for
Americans to know. Listen, I fully—you
probably can tell by now, I believe the best
defense is a good offense. So we’re going
after them. But in the meantime, we’ve got
to do a better job of securing the homeland.

And I can envision a lot of new tech-
nologies that enable us to communicate with
first responders and to be able to commu-
nicate between the Federal and State and
local governments. As you probably have
read, we’ve had a—we need to do a better
job of gathering intelligence and sharing in-
telligence between different agencies of our
Government. All of this is going to require,
by the way, in order to do so, new tech-
nologies within the FBI and the CIA and the
ability to communicate with each other and
the ability to filter out what information
should go from one agency to the next—all
aimed at protecting the homeland.

And so when you hear me talk about
homeland security and the new Department
of Homeland Security, it’s—one of the mis-
sions is going to be to make sure it’s a modern
agency that actually functions the way mod-
ern corporate America functions. And that’s
one reason why I have asked for the Congress
to put all the agencies under one head. I
mean, this is 100 different groups here in
Washington trying to defend the homeland.
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You can imagine, there’s not a lot of account-
ability when they’re scattered all over DC.
And I’d like to streamline this agency, not
to create bigger Government but to create
a Government that will actually work and
work in a way that protects the homeland.

We’ve got a lot of work to do, but I’m con-
fident if we’re wise about how we use tech-
nologies and the advantages of e-govern-
ment, that the country will be more secure.

So I want to thank you for your contribu-
tions to national defense. You probably never
dreamt, by the way, a year and a half ago
or 2 years ago that a President of the United
States would be addressing a high-tech con-
ference, thanking you for your contributions
to the defense of the United States and the
defense of our homeland. But that’s the reali-
ties of the new world. And fortunately, our
country has been smart about how we have—
how our economy has developed.

I was interested to read that our Govern-
ment plans to spend $53 billion on informa-
tion technology next year. Now, if you’re one
of the recipients of that $53 billion, make
sure that the product actually works, please.
[Laughter] It is important. It’s important to
make sure Government functions better, but
more importantly, it will help our taxpayers
have better response to democracy and get
better information more quickly. And so I’m
pleased that we’re working on e-government.
I just urge people to focus on results and
not process.

The other thing that I want you all to un-
derstand is I think I’ve got a pretty clear vi-
sion of the role of Government, and it’s not
to create wealth. That’s not the role of the
Government. The role of Government is to
create an environment in which people
who’ve got a good idea and are willing to
work for it can make a living and expand their
businesses and employ people.

I’ve met many of you before, and I told
you if you gave me a chance to be here in
Washington, I would work to cut taxes. For-
tunately, I kept my promise, and it was good
for the American economy that I did so and
that the Congress acted. The tax relief came
at the right time.

Now, some don’t subscribe to that theory
here in Washington, but they read a different
economic textbook than I do. Their view is,

we ought to not lower taxes in times of reces-
sion. In essence, their view is, we ought to
keep as much money in Washington, DC,
as possible. That doesn’t lead to economic
recovery. My view is—and you know what
it is, which is if you let people keep more
of their own money, they’ll spend it. And
when they spend it, they’re going to demand
a good and service, and then somebody’s got
to provide the good and service. This tax cut
was the right thing to do.

It’s important that the Congress now make
the tax cuts permanent. I saw we had a little
setback when the Senate unwisely didn’t
make the elimination of the death tax perma-
nent. The death tax is a bad tax. It’s a bad
tax for entrepreneurial America. It’s a bad
tax for people from all walks of life. It’s a
bad tax if you’re worried about urban sprawl.
It’s a bad tax if you’re a farmer or a rancher.
And yet, they don’t want to make it perma-
nent. I don’t know why. I guess it’s politics.
I think the reason why you make tax relief
permanent is because it is important that
there be predictability in the Tax Code.

The other thing that was interesting about
this tax relief package is that most small busi-
nesses in America, a lot of startups are unin-
corporated businesses or limited partner-
ships. They pay tax—the people involved
with the corporation pay tax on the personal
income tax level. And by cutting taxes on ev-
erybody who pays taxes, it is a stimulus to
economic vitality in many sectors of our
economy in which we want there to be eco-
nomic vitality, particularly in the minority
sectors where business ownership is increas-
ing dramatically. Tax relief was good for the
entrepreneurial spirit of America.

In order to enhance the ability for people
to make a living, we must open up markets
around the world. We’ve had a battle here
on trade. There are people who don’t believe
in free trade. There are people who believe
that kind of walling off America from the
world would lead to more job growth. I com-
pletely disagree. The more we trade, the
more jobs there will be in America. The more
we are willing to sell our markets and work
where we’ve got a competitive advantage, the
better off the workforce will be, the more
likely it is an entrepreneur will be able to
succeed. And so I have worked hard to get
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Congress to pass what they call trade pro-
motion authority, which will give me the abil-
ity to negotiate trade treaties. And we’re
making progress.

Now, I’d like your help to convince both
the Members of the Senate and the House
to reconcile their differences in the con-
ference committee and get me a trade pro-
motion authority as quickly as possible. And
with that trade promotion authority, not only
will I work to expand free trade throughout
our hemisphere—my attitude is, good for-
eign policy starts with a neighborhood which
is democratic, free, prosperous, and strong—
but I will work in other parts of the world
to open up markets, markets for high-tech
products, markets for our agricultural people.
And I’ll be aggressive at it; I will. And if I
find unfair trade practices, by the way, I’m
going to enforce the law, the laws on the
books. And so I want to thank you for your
support on trade promotion authority.

We’re also working to reform the Export
Administration Act, known as the EAA.
We’ve got a bill out of the Senate; we’re
working to get a bill out of the House. And
I want you all to understand—you’ve prob-
ably been told this already, but I want to tell
you what else we’ve done. We’ve raised the
control limits for computer systems, and I’m
eliminating outmoded controls on computer
chips. The idea is to understand the dif-
ference between national security and free
trade. And I think we’ve brought some com-
mon sense to this issue.

One of the things I spent a lot of time
listening about was education. And many of
you all have been very much involved in edu-
cation reform, and I want to thank you for
that. And the bill we passed is a good bill.
It really is, because it sets high standards.
It refuses to accept the fact that—we chal-
lenge the idea that certain kids can’t learn—
let me just put it to you that way.

It’s easy to quit on kids. It’s easy to say,
‘‘Well, there’s a certain group of kids that
can’t learn, so why don’t we just shuffle them
through the system?’’ And for the first time,
the Federal Government said, ‘‘In return for
Federal money, you must measure. You must
show us.’’ Some people were squawking
about that because they didn’t want to be
held accountable. You know, if you believe

every child can learn, then you have no prob-
lem saying, ‘‘Show us if every child is learn-
ing.’’ And so we’ve done that, and it’s a
good—it’s a really, really interesting reform.

I know many of you are involved with the
reform movement in your respective States,
whatever that may mean, charter schools or
choice programs. The best way to stimulate
reform is to demand accountability. It’s hard
to cover up failure, and it’s hard to justify
failure.

The bill also passes power out of Wash-
ington. It really does a pretty darn good job
of aligning authority and responsibility at
local levels. So I’m proud of the piece of leg-
islation, and we’ll continue to stay focused
on education.

We’re also spending a lot of money on re-
search and development, which I believe is
a legitimate Federal function. We spend a
lot of money at the NIH, which is good for
health care in America, and we’re spending
over about $100 billion in research and de-
velopment for your fields.

And one of the things I hope Congress
joins me on is making the R&D tax credit
permanent as well. You see, research has
made a huge difference for product develop-
ment. And I like to remind our fellow Ameri-
cans that research—expending their re-
search—their tax dollars on research will
yield the interesting jobs, interesting oppor-
tunities.

And so—which really leads me to an inter-
esting question that I know is on your mind,
and that is broadband technology. This coun-
try must be aggressive about the expansion
of broadband; we have to.

I used to travel around our State of Texas
a lot. I saw some really innovative health pro-
grams. I remember going to the Texas Tech
Medical Center and seeing a fellow have his
ear examined by a nurse practitioner in—I
think it was Alpine, Texas. And the picture
was clear, and the specialist was able to diag-
nose the disease.

We have virtual classrooms in Texas, vir-
tual school districts in Texas, where we’ve
hooked up a fairly wealthy school district
with rural or poor school districts. It made
a huge difference. It would have been a heck
of a lot better had there been broadband
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technology, however, to make the process
move a lot quicker.

I get—when I’m down at Crawford, I’m
in constant contact with our administration.
We’ve got secure teleconferencing capacity
there. And it’s pretty good. It can be better.
[Laughter] It can be more real-time. It’s an
important part of life, and it’s time for us
to be—time for us to move, move with an
agenda.

Hopefully, we’re doing a pretty good job
of working to eliminate hurdles and barriers
to get broadband implemented. I’ve fought
off—or worked with Congress, is a better way
to put it—[laughter]—to prevent access taxes
on the Internet. It ought to be a tax-free envi-
ronment in order to encourage use. And of
course, a lot of the action is going to come
through the FCC. I know that, and you know
that. And I’m confident that the Chairman
and the Board is focusing on policies that
will bring high-speed Internet service, will
create competition, will keep the consumers
in mind, but to understand the—kind of the
economic vitality that will occur when
broadband is more fully accessible.

And so I want to thank you for giving me
a chance to come and talk about how to make
America safer and more prosperous. But I
also want to spend some time talking about
another important subject, and that’s how to
make America a better place.

On my wall, there’s a painting that says—
where the painter, a guy named Tom Lee—
he’s a friend—he says, ‘‘Sarah and I lived on
the east side of the mountain. It is the sunrise
side, not the sunset side. It is the side to
see the day that is coming, not to see the
day that has gone.’’ I have that on the wall
because it’s a fine Texan who wrote it, and
the painting is a beautiful painting. But that’s
how I see things.

I believe that a tough and strong America
will lead to peace. And I think we’re going
to be able to achieve peace in parts of the
world where people don’t believe peace is
possible. I believe that. And it’s going to re-
quire a kind of patient, steadfast strength.
And the good news is, our country is patient
and steadfast and strong. We really are.

I also believe that out of the evil done to
America will come some incredible good,
particularly as our fellow Americans love

their neighbor like they’d like to be loved
themselves. And we spent time today talking
about how people in corporate America can
lend a hand about attacking pockets of hope-
lessness and despair which exist in America.

If you run your business, encourage your
employees through wise incentives to mentor
a child or to build a home, to give time con-
sistently to loving your neighbor. It is a cen-
tral part of making America a complete and
whole country. It is a key ingredient to win-
ning the war against terror. We can fight evil
with military might and weapons devised by
a high-tech world. As significantly, we can
fight evil by doing acts of kindness and de-
cency.

Out of this evil will come, I believe, a cul-
ture which is going to herald personal re-
sponsibility and shift the culture of some of
our generation, which has said, ‘‘If it feels
good, just go ahead and do it. And if you’ve
got a problem, it’s somebody else’s’’—where
each of us are responsible for the decisions.
We’re responsible for loving our children, if
you’re lucky enough to be a mom or a dad.
You’re responsible for the misery in the com-
munity in which you may live—of doing
something about it. If you’re running your
company, by the way, you’re responsible for
fully disclosing your assets and your liabil-
ities. And that’s what—and it’s happening—
it’s happening.

The enemy hit us. They must have thought
we were so weak and self-absorbed, so mate-
rialistic, that all we would do was file a couple
of lawsuits, if you know what I mean. [Laugh-
ter] Instead, they found that this mighty Na-
tion will defend our freedom at all cost. And
this mighty Nation is going to show the world
the true heart of a great country.

Thanks for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:28 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to E. Floyd Kvamme, Co-
chair, and Office of Science and Technology Di-
rector John H. Marburger III, Chair, President’s
Council of Advisers on Science and Technology.
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Statement on Formal Withdrawal
From the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty
June 13, 2002

Six months ago, I announced that the
United States was withdrawing from the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty,
and today that withdrawal formally takes ef-
fect. With the treaty now behind us, our task
is to develop and deploy effective defenses
against limited missile attacks. As the events
of September 11 made clear, we no longer
live in the cold war world for which the ABM
Treaty was designed. We now face new
threats, from terrorists who seek to destroy
our civilization by any means available to
rogue states armed with weapons of mass de-
struction and long-range missiles. Defending
the American people against these threats is
my highest priority as Commander in Chief.

The new strategic challenges of the 21st
century require us to think differently. But
they also require us to act. I call on the Con-
gress to approve the full amount of the fund-
ing I have requested in my budget for missile
defense. This will permit the United States
to work closely with all nations committed
to freedom to pursue the policies and capa-
bilities needed to make the world a safer
place for generations to come.

I am committed to deploying a missile de-
fense system as soon as possible to protect
the American people and our deployed
forces against the growing missile threats we
face. Because these threats also endanger our
allies and friends around the world, it is es-
sential that we work together to defend
against them, an important task which the
ABM Treaty prohibited. The United States
will deepen our dialog and cooperation with
other nations on missile defenses.

Last month, President Vladimir Putin and
I agreed that Russia and the United States
would look for ways to cooperate on missile
defenses, including expanding military exer-
cises, sharing early warning data, and explor-
ing potential joint research and development
of missile defense technologies. Over the
past year, our countries have worked hard
to overcome the legacy of the cold war and
to dismantle its structures. The United States
and Russia are building a new relationship

based on common interests and, increasingly,
common values. Under the Treaty of Mos-
cow, the nuclear arsenals of our nations will
be reduced to their lowest levels in decades.
Cooperation on missile defense will also
make an important contribution to furthering
the relationship we both seek.

Commencement Address at Ohio
State University in Columbus, Ohio
June 14, 2002

Thank you all very much. I appreciate that
very warm welcome. President Kirwan, thank
you for inviting me. Governor Taft, Chair-
man Patterson, distinguished members of the
Ohio State faculty, trustees, family members,
distinguished guests, and most importantly,
members of the mighty class of 2002. Con-
gratulations. You’ve earned a degree at a
great American institution, and you have
every right to be proud.

I want to congratulate your parents. Many
of you have written your last tuition check.
[Laughter] That must be nice. I’m still writ-
ing them. [Laughter] You’ve given so much
encouragement and support to your children,
and their gratitude will only increase over the
years. I also commend Ohio State’s fine fac-
ulty, which has done so much to shape the
minds and hopes of the graduating class.

One more word of congratulations is in
order. Today I had the honor of meeting
Coach Jim Tressel—most polite of him to
share with me the really fine experience that
the Buckeyes had up in Ann Arbor this year.

And I appreciate so very much the hon-
orary degree you’re conferring upon me
today. I’m delighted that George
Steinbrenner is receiving one as well. I guess
we’re both being honored as legends of base-
ball—[laughter]—legends, at least, in our
own minds. [Laughter]

I am now the only person standing be-
tween you and your diploma. The tradition
of commencement addresses is to be brief
and forgotten. I assure you that this speech
will be shorter than it seems.

Your senior year was special in your life,
and the months since last September have
been extraordinary in our country’s history.
On a Tuesday morning, America went from
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a feeling of security to one of vulnerability,
from peace to war, from a time of calm to
a great and noble cause. We’re called to de-
fend liberty against tyranny and terror. We’ve
answered that call. We will bring security to
our people and justice to our enemies.

In the last 9 months, we’ve seen the true
character of our country. We learned of fire-
fighters who wrote their Social Security num-
bers on their arms with felt tip pens, to mark
and identify their bodies, and then rushed
into burning buildings. We learned of the
desperate courage of passengers on Flight
93, average citizens who led the first counter-
attack in the war on terror. We watched the
searchers, month after month, fulfill their
grim duty and New Yorkers line the streets
to cheer them on their way to work each
morning. And in these events, we relearned
something large and important: The achieve-
ments that last and count in life come
through sacrifice and compassion and serv-
ice.

Some believe this lesson in service is fad-
ing as distance grows from the shock of Sep-
tember the 11th, that the good we have wit-
nessed is shallow and temporary. Your gen-
eration will respond to these skeptics, one
way or another. You will determine whether
our new ethic of responsibility is the break
of a wave or the rise of a tide. You will deter-
mine whether we become a culture of selfish-
ness and look inward or whether we will em-
brace a culture of service and look outward.

Because this decision is in your hands, I’m
confident of the outcome. Your class and
your generation understand the need for per-
sonal responsibility, so you will make a cul-
ture of service a permanent part of American
life. After all, nearly 70 percent of your class
volunteers in some form, from Habitat for
Humanity to Big Brothers and Big Sisters to
OhioReads. Ohio State has been a leading
source of Peace Corps volunteers since 1961.
I honor the 29 ROTC members in today’s
graduating class for their spirit of service and
idealism.

I hope each of you—I hope each of you
will help build this culture of service, for
three important reasons: Service is important
to your neighbors; service is important to
your character; and service is important to
your country.

First, your idealism is needed in America.
In the shadow of our Nation’s prosperity, too
many children grow up without love and
guidance. Too many women are abandoned
and abused. Too many men are addicted and
illiterate, and too many elderly Americans
live in loneliness. These Americans are not
strangers; they are fellow citizens, not prob-
lems but priorities. They are as much a part
of the American community as you and I,
and they deserve better from this country.

Government has essential responsibilities:
Fighting wars and fighting crime; protecting
the homeland and enforcing civil rights laws;
educating the young and providing for the
old; giving people tools to improve their lives;
helping the disabled and those in need. But
you have responsibilities as well. Some Gov-
ernment needs—some needs Government
cannot fulfill, the need for kindness and for
understanding and for love. A person in crisis
often needs more than a program or a check.
He needs a friend, and that friend can be
you. We are commanded by God and called
by our conscience to love others as we want
to be loved ourselves. Let us answer that call
with every day we are given.

Second, service is important in your own
life, in your own character. No one can tell
you how to live or what cause to serve, but
everyone needs some cause larger than his
or her own profit. Apathy has no adventures.
Cynicism leaves no monuments. And a per-
son who is not responsible for others is a per-
son who is truly alone.

By sharing the pain of a friend or bearing
the hopes of a child or defending the liberty
of your fellow citizens, you will gain satisfac-
tion that cannot be gained in any other way.
Service is not a chain or a chore. It gives
direction to your gifts and purpose to your
freedom.

Lyndsey Holben is an OSU sophomore
majoring in business. When she was in high
school, Lyndsey had a friend and a classmate
who died from an illness, and Lyndsey de-
cided she wanted to work with children who
suffer from life-threatening diseases. Today,
Lyndsey is a leader among volunteers for the
Make-A-Wish Foundation. Here’s what she
had to say: ‘‘It’s hard enough to put a smile
on someone’s face but especially someone
who is hurting. Even if that’s all you can do,
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that is something, and there is no better feel-
ing in the world.’’ Lyndsey and others here
today have learned that every life of service
is a life of significance.

Third, we serve others because we’re
Americans, and we want to do something for
the country we love. Our Nation is the great-
est force for good in history, and we show
our gratitude by doing our duty.

Patriotism is expressed by flying the flag,
but it is more. Patriotism means we share
a single country. In all our diversity, each
of us has a bond with every other American.
Patriotism is proven in our concern for oth-
ers, a willingness to sacrifice for people we
may never have met or seen. Patriotism is
our obligation to those who have gone before
us, to those who will follow us, and to those
who have died for us.

In March of this year, Army Ranger Marc
Anderson died in Afghanistan, trying to res-
cue a Navy SEAL. Marc and five others gave
their lives in fulfilling the Ranger creed: ‘‘I
will never leave a fallen comrade to fall into
the hands of the enemy.’’

Marc, from Westerville, Ohio, was a re-
markable man. Instead of pursuing a career
that might have made him wealthy, Marc de-
cided to be a math teacher in a high school
in a tough neighborhood. He was a mentor,
a tutor, and the best teacher many students
ever had. After September the 11th, Marc
joined the fight against terrorism. ‘‘I’m
trained, and I’m ready,’’ he wrote to his
friends. Before Marc left for Afghanistan, he
arranged for part of his life insurance to pay
for one of his former students to attend col-
lege. Today, that student, Jennifer Massing,
plans to go to the University of Florida to
study architecture.

Marc Anderson considered this country
great enough to die for. Surely it is great
enough to live for. And we live for America
by serving others. And as we serve others,
this challenge can only be answered in indi-
vidual hearts. Service in America is not a
matter of coercion; it is a matter of con-
science. So today I’m making an appeal to
your conscience, for the sake of our country.

America needs more than taxpayers, spec-
tators, and occasional voters. America needs
full-time citizens. America needs men and
women who respond to the call of duty, who

stand up for the weak, who speak up for their
beliefs, who sacrifice for a greater good.
America needs your energy and your leader-
ship and your ambition. And through the
gathering momentum of millions of acts of
kindness and decency, we will change Amer-
ica one soul at a time, and we will build a
culture of service.

I have asked all Americans to commit at
least 2 years—4,000 hours over a lifetime—
to the service of our neighbors and our Na-
tion. My administration created what we call
the USA Freedom Corps to help Americans
find service opportunities at home and
abroad. We’re doubling the size of the Peace
Corps. We’ll increase AmeriCorps by 50 per-
cent. We’ve created Citizen Corps to help
protect the homeland.

And today I’m announcing an historic part-
nership. We are bringing together the broad-
est group of service organizations ever as-
sembled to create the USA Freedom Corps
Network. The USA Freedom Corps Network
includes America’s Promise, the Points of
Light Foundation, the United Way,
VolunteerMatch, SERVEnet, and many
other organizations—will be the most com-
prehensive clearinghouse of volunteer oppor-
tunities ever assembled. This network will
enable you to find volunteer opportunities
within your neighborhoods and communities
and in countries around the globe.

One of the main reasons people give for
not volunteering is that no one has asked
them to do so. Another reason: They don’t
know where to start. Well, today I’m asking
each of you to serve your country, and
through the USA Freedom Corps Network,
you’ve got a place to start. All that remains
is for you to answer the call to service. I hope
you do, and I believe you will.

A life of service isn’t always easy. It in-
volves sacrifices, and I understand many
other things will lay claim to your time and
to your attention. In serving, however, you
will give help and hope to others. You will—
your own life will gain greater purpose and
deeper meaning. You will show your love and
allegiance to the United States, which re-
mains what it has always been, a citadel of
freedom, a land of mercy, the last, best hope
of man on Earth.
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And so to the graduates of Ohio State Uni-
versity: Congratulations on your achieve-
ment. I want to thank you for this honorary
degree. I leave here a proud member of the
class of 2002. I leave here confident that you
will serve our country and a cause greater
than self. May God bless you and your fami-
lies, and may God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in Ohio
Stadium, after receiving an honorary doctorate in
public administration. In his remarks, he referred
to William E. Kirwan, president, James F. Patter-
son, chairman of the board of trustees, and Jim
Tressel, head football coach, Ohio State Univer-
sity; Gov. Bob Taft of Ohio; and George
Steinbrenner III, principal owner, New York
Yankees.

Statement on Signing the Export-
Import Bank Reauthorization Act of
2002
June 14, 2002

I have today signed into law S. 1372, the
Export-Import Bank Reauthorization Act of
2002. This legislation will ensure the contin-
ued effective operation of the Export-Import
Bank, which helps advance U.S. trade policy,
facilitate the sale of U.S. goods and services
abroad, and create jobs here at home.

The executive branch shall carry out sec-
tion 7(b) of the bill, which relates to certain
small businesses, in a manner consistent with
the requirements of equal protection under
the Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amend-
ment to the Constitution.

Subsections 10(a) and 10(b)(2) of the bill
purport to require the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to negotiate with foreign countries and
international organizations to achieve par-
ticular purposes and to require the Secretary
to submit a report to congressional commit-
tees on the contents of negotiations and cer-
tain related executive deliberations. These
provisions interfere with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to conduct the Nation’s
foreign affairs, supervise the unitary execu-
tive branch, and withhold information the
disclosure of which could impair foreign rela-
tions, the national security, the deliberative
processes of the executive, or the perform-
ance of the executive’s constitutional duties.

Accordingly, the executive branch shall con-
strue these provisions as precatory rather
than mandatory.

The executive branch shall construe the
reference to the ‘‘Universal Declaration of
Human Rights adopted by the United Na-
tions General Assembly on December 10,
1948,’’ added to section 2(b)(1)(B) of the Ex-
port-Import Bank Act by section 15 of the
bill, as only providing examples of types of
human rights that the President may wish
to consider in making a determination under
section 2(b)(1)(B) and not as giving the Uni-
versal Declaration the force of U.S. law.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 14, 2002.

NOTE: S. 1372, approved June 14, was assigned
Public Law No. 107–189. An original was not
available for verification of the content of this
statement.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 9
In the afternoon, the President returned

from Camp David, MD, to Washington, DC.

June 10
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings and then met with
the National Security Council.

June 11
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Gracia Burnham to
express his condolences concerning the
death of her husband, Martin Burnham, an
American missionary who had been held hos-
tage in the Philippines by the Abu Sayyaf ter-
rorist group and was killed June 7 during a
rescue attempt.
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Also in the morning, the President had
telephone conversations with Gov. Bill
Owens of Colorado, to discuss the wildfires
in Colorado, and with Crown Prince
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, to discuss Middle
East peace efforts.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Kansas City, MO, where he toured a water
treatment facility. In the evening, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his appointment
of the following individuals as members of
the President’s Homeland Security Advisory
Council: Joseph J. Grano, Jr. (Chair); William
H. Webster (Vice Chair); Richard A. An-
drews; Kathleen M. Bader; Jared Cohon;
Gov. Michael O. Leavitt of Utah; James T.
Moore; James R. Schlesinger; Mayor An-
thony A. Williams of Washington, DC; Ruth
David; Paul Bremer III; Lydia Waters Thom-
as; Steven Young; David Arthur Bell; Sidney
Taurel; and Lee Herbert Hamilton.

June 12
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings. He also had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Jose
Maria Aznar of Spain to discuss agriculture
and trade, the situation in the Middle East,
and other issues.

In the afternoon, the President met with
congressional committee chairmen and rank-
ing members to discuss proposed homeland
security legislation.

June 13
In the morning, the President had CIA and

FBI briefings and met with the National Se-
curity Council. Also in the morning, in the
Oval Office, he met with Minister of Foreign
Affairs Saud al-Faysal al Saud of Saudi Arabia
to discuss Middle East peace efforts.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with NASA Administrator
Sean O’Keefe and the crew of the space shut-
tle Atlantis.

The President announced his intention to
nominate J. Anthony Holmes to be Ambas-
sador to Burkina Faso.

The President announced his intention to
nominate W. Scott Railton to be a member
of the Occupational Safety and Health Re-
view Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Earl A. Powell III to be a member
of the National Council on the Arts.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nancy C. Pellett to be a member
of the Farm Credit Administration Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rebecca Dye to be a Commis-
sioner of the Federal Maritime Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Donna N. Williams and William A.
Schambra to be members of the Board of
Directors of the Corporation for National
and Community Service.

The President declared a major disaster in
Indiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and
flooding on April 28–June 7.

June 14
In the morning, the President traveled to

Columbus, OH.
During the day, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom to discuss
the situations in South Asia and the Middle
East and upcoming G–8 meetings in Canada.
He also had a telephone conversation with
Hamid Karzai to congratulate him on his
election as head of the Transitional Authority
of Afghanistan.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Houston, TX, where he visited a summer en-
richment camp at the headquarters of the
Association for the Advancement of Mexican
Americans. In the evening, he attended a re-
ception for Gov. Rick Perry of Texas. He
then traveled to the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Aurelia E. Brazeal to be Ambas-
sador to Ethiopia.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Joseph B. Gildenhorn to be a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of the Woodrow
Wilson International Center for Scholars.
Upon appointment, he will be designated as
Chair.

The President announced his designation
of Deanna Tanner Okun as Chairman of the
U.S. International Trade Commission.
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The President announced his designation
of Jennifer Anne Hillman as Vice Chairman
of the U.S. International Trade Commission.

The President declared a major disaster in
Minnesota and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in
the area struck by severe storms, tornadoes,
and flooding on June 9 and continuing.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted June 11

Fern Flanagan Saddler,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of 15 years,
vice Patricia A. Wynn, retired.

Submitted June 13

Robert J. Battista,
of Michigan, to be a member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring August 27, 2006, vice Peter J.
Hurtgen.

Rebecca Dye,
of North Carolina, to be a Federal Maritime
Commissioner for the term expiring June 30,
2005, vice John A. Moran, term expired.

Earl A. Powell III,
of Virginia, to be a member of the National
Council on the Arts for a term expiring Sep-
tember 3, 2006, vice Townsend D. Wolfe III,
term expired.

William A. Schambra,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Corporation for National
and Community Service for a term expiring
September 14, 2006, vice Carol W. Kinsley,
term expired.

Donna N. Williams,
of Texas, to be a member of the Board of
Directors of the Corporation for National
and Community Service for a term expiring
October 6, 2006, vice Robert B. Rogers, term
expired.

Submitted June 14

Aurelia E. Brazeal,
of Georgia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Career Minister, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethi-
opia.

Cheryl Feldman Halpern,
of New Jersey, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting for a term expiring January 31,
2008, vice Heidi H. Schulman, term expired.

J. Anthony Holmes,
of California, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Burkina Faso.

Nancy C. Pellett,
of Iowa, to be a member of the Farm Credit
Administration Board, Farm Credit Adminis-
tration for a term expiring May 31, 2008, vice
Ann Jorgensen, term expired.

W. Scott Railton,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commission
for a term expiring April 27, 2007, vice Gary
L. Visscher, term expired.

Withdrawn June 14

Cheryl Feldman Halpern,
of New Jersey, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting for the remainder of the term
expiring January 31, 2004, vice Diane D.
Blair, which was sent to the Senate on No-
vember 9, 2001.
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Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released June 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of remarks by Homeland Security
Director Tom Ridge to the National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters Education Foundation
2002 Service to America Summit

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 3167

Released June 11

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Announcement of nomination for an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia

Released June 12

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Released June 13

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Indiana

Fact sheet: Businesses Strengthening Amer-
ica: Corporate Leaders Plan for Answering
the President’s Call to Service

Announcement: Businesses Strengthening
America: Answers to the Call

Released June 14

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Minnesota

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved June 10

H.R. 3167 / Public Law 107–187
Gerald B.H. Solomon Freedom Consolida-
tion Act of 2002

Approved June 12

H.R. 3448 / Public Law 107–188
Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Pre-
paredness and Response Act of 2002

Approved June 14

S. 1372 / Public Law 107–189
Export-Import Bank Reauthorization Act of
2002
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